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Statistical  Summary,  1914. 


Area  of  the  Borough 

3,544  Acres 

Estimated  Population  at  Middle  of  Year 

...  44,570 

Inhabited  Houses 

8,825 

Average  Number  of  Persons  per  House 

5 

Natural  Increase  of  Population 

781 

Density  of  Population 

12-5 

Births 

1,403 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population 

314 

Deaths 

623 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  Population 

139 

Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

93 

Death  Rate  from  Zymotic  Diseases 

2-1 

• 

N umber  of  Deaths  among  Infants  ... 

184 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

131*1 

Number  of  Deaths  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

46 

Death  Rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

1-03 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Wallsend, 

r 

February ,  1915. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee. 
Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit,  in  accordance  with  the  Order  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  my  Annual  Report  on  the  Health, 
Sanitary  circumstances,  and  Sanitary  administration  of  the 
Borough  during  the  year  1914. 

The  Birth  Rate,  which  shows  an  increase  on  the  previous 
year,  is  considerably  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  General  Death  Rate  shows  a  decrease,  but  it  is  higher 
than  that  of  England  and  Wales. 

There  was  an  increase  in  deaths  from  tuberculosis  and  a 
decrease  in  deaths  from  cancer. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  the  highest  since  1911,  the  chief 
causes  of  deaths  among  infants  being  developmental  and  wasting 
diseases,  respiratory  diseases,  and  diarrhoeal  diseases. 

Greater  developments  are  called  for  in  connection  with  the 
work  of  infant  and  child  welfare,  and  special  attention  is  directed 
to  the  Circular  and  Memorandum  of  the  Board  reprinted  at  the 
end  of  the  Report. 

Scarlet  fever  was  excessively  prevalent  during  the  year,  but 
there  was  a  decided  diminution  in  the  number  of  cases  of  diphtheria 
and  enteric  fever. 

Additional  accommodation  is  to  be  provided  at  the  Infectious 
Diseases  Hospital  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering  from 
scarlet  fever. 

Housing  accommodation  was  very  limited  throughout  the 
year,  and  much  overcrowding  resulted.  Only  27  new  dwelling- 
houses  were  erected  and  occupied  during  the  year,  but  by  private 
enterprise,  and  possibly  also  by  the  activities  of  the  Town  Council, 
a  vastly  better  return  for  1915  may  be  expected. 

I  take  the  opportunity  to  gratefully  acknowledge  the  considera¬ 
tion  and  support  received  by  me  from  your  Committee,  and  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  satisfactory  manner  in  which  the 
staff  of  my  Department  have  fulfilled  their  respective  duties  during 
the  year. 

I  am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


JAMES  A.  GILES. 
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A.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  AND  SANITARY 
ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  BOROUGH. 

The  following  general  adoptive  Acts  are  in  operation  in  the 
Borough  : — 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Prevention  Act,  1890. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

The  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1907  (except 
Sections  19,  78,  82,  83,  and  84). 

Baths  and  Washhouses  Act,  1846-1909. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

A  constant  supply  of  water  has  been  provided  during  the  year 
by  the  Newcastle  and  Gateshead  Water  Company,  all  the  dwelling- 
houses  in  the  Borough  being  provided  with  water  from  this 
source. 

Table  VII.,  which  gives  an  analysis  of  the  water  for  each 
month  of  the  year,  shows  the  mineral  constituents  in  degrees  of 
hardness  both  as  regards  the  total  and  permanent  hardness,  each 
degree  representing  1  part  of  Ca  COH  per  100,000. 

The  water  is  somewhat  hard,  but  the  absence  of  lead  and 
other  poisonous  metals  and  the  favourable  results  of  bacteriological 
and  microscopical  examination  are  satisfactory  features  of  the 
water. 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  River  Tyne,  which  marks  the  Southern  boundary  of  the 
Borough,  has  a  considerable  tidal  flow,  and  receives  the  greater 
part  of  the  sewage.  There  has  been  no  sewage  pollution  of  the 
Wallsend  Burn  during  the  year. 

SEWERS  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

4 

The  system  of  sewerage  is  combined,  the  district  being 
systematically  sewered,  with  the  exception  of  the  agricultural  area 
on  the  North  side  of  the  Borough. 

Ventilation  of  the  sewers  is  effected  by  surface  gratings  only- 
Complaints  of  offensive  emanations  from  these  gratings  have  been 
received,  the  nuisance  being  mostly  felt  at  points  in  the  district 
marking  either  a  dead  end  or  the  head  of  an  incline. 

The  installation  of  four  flushing  tanks  and  the  re-construction 
of  the  manhole  floors  have  effected  an  improvement,  but  at  certain 
times  of  the  year  the  nuisance  is  still  in  evidence. 

The  matter  is,  at  the  moment,  claiming  the  attention  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee. 

1  am  of  opinion  that  replacement  of  conservancy  methods  by 
the  water  carriage  system  will  do  much  to  minimise  these 
complaints. 
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The  sewage  from  Bigges  Main,  which  consists  chiefly  of 
surface  and  sink-waste  water,  undergoes,  at  the  Sewage  Disposal 
Works  in  that  neighbourhood,  bacterial  treatment  and  intermittent 
downward  filtration,  the  effluent  being  discharged  into  the 
Wallsend  Burn. 

The  rest  of  the  sewage  is  discharged  without  treatment  into 
the  River  Tyne  by  ten  outfalls. 


CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 


The  closet  accommodation  at  the  end  of  the  year  was  as 
follows  : — 

Ashpit  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  183 

Cell  Privies  ...  ...  ...  ...  6,116 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,310 

Gradual  progress  is  being  made  in  converting  closets  of  the 
conservancy  type  into  water  closets,  and  during  the  year  74  such 
substitutions  were  effected. 

The  several  types  of  closet  and  the  number  of  each  converted 
during  the  last  four  years  are  as  follows 


Year. 

Number  of  Water 
Closets  substituted 
for 

Ash-pit  Privies. 

Number  of  Water 
Closets  substituted 
for 

Cell  Privies. 

Number  of  Water 
Closets  substituted 
for 

Slop  Closets. 

Total 

Substitutions. 

1911 

23 

23 

1912 

152 

i. 

1 

169 

1913 

28 

7 

22 

57 

1914 

60 

14 

0 

74 

Before  the  year  expired,  contracts  were  let  for  the  conversion 
of  the  ashpits  in  the  Willington  Quay  district. 

In  the  matter  of  conversions,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  his  Annual  Report  for  1913  states  : — 

“  The  extension  of  the  water-carriage  system  of  refuse 
“  removal,  concurrent  with  the  abolition  of  insanitary  privy 
“  ashpits,  should  be  proceeded  with.  As  long  as  the  storage 
“  of  fecal  matter  in  close  proximity  to  houses  continues, 
“  outbreaks  of  enteric  fever,  such  as  the  one  above 
“  recorded,  must  be  periodically  expected,  and  are,  in  fact, 
“  invited.” 

All  new  houses  are  provided  with  water  closets  and  galvanised 
iron  ash  receptacles. 
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SCAVENGING. 

Street  cleansing  and  the  removal  of  domestic  and  other  refuse 
are  carried  out  by  the  Council’s  own  employees. 

All  domestic  refuse  is  removed  at  night,  with  the  exception  of 
one  or  two  outlying  districts. 

Cell  privies  are,  as  a  rule,  cleared  once  a  week,  and  ash 
receptacles  as  often  as  required,  exception  being  made  in  the  case 
of  congested  neighbourhoods,  where  scavenging  is  undertaken  twice 
a  week. 

Ashpits  are  emptied  once  a  fortnight. 

There  are  no  cesspools  in  the  Borough. 

Trade  refuse  is,  by  special  arrangement,  collected  from  certain 
places  of  business  twice  a  week,  and  on  Saturday  nights,  during 
the  summer,  a  collection  from  butchers’  and  fishmongers’  shops  is 
made. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  in  three  ways.  The  refuse  collected 
from  the  original  Borough  is  taken  to  sea  by  barge  once  a  week  ; 
that  from  the  Willington  Quay  area  is  deposited  in  a  rented  tip  at 
the  brickyard  near  Howdon  Station  ;  and  that  from  the  Bigges 
Main  area  is  cast  upon  agricultural  land. 

As  mentioned  in  the  preceding  report,  the  Town  Council  have 
decided  to  obtain  an  additional  hopper  and  to  construct  a  tipping 
quay  to  meet  the  needs  of  the  Willington  Quay  district,  but  at  the 
end  of  the  year  little  progress  in  this  direction  had  been  made. 

The  delay  is  much  to  be  regretted,  for  not  only  is  the  tip  at 
Howdon  Station  a  gross  nuisance,  much  complained  of,  and  a 
source  of  danger  to  health,  but  should  the  tenancy  of  the  tip  be 
terminated  before  the  hopper  is  available,  it  would  be  exceedingly 
difficult  to  secure  accommodation  elsewhere. 

A  disused  tip  near  the  St.  Aidan's  R.C.  School  also  gave  rise 
to  numerous  complaints. 

During  the  hot  weather  in  July,  the  offence  became  so'  great 
that  it  was  necessary  to  close  the  school  for  six  school  days  from 
July  20th. 

The  matter  received  the  attention  of  the  Sanitary  Committee, 
and  the  tip  was  entirely  covered  with  a  thick  layer  of  sand,  and 
thereafter  the  nuisance,  although  still  at  times  in  evidence,  was 
considerably  reduced. 

Domestic  refuse  is  not  specially  sorted,  but  the  greater  part  of 
trade  refuse  and  such  articles  as  mattresses  are  removed  to  the 
furnace  at  Willington  Quay  and  burnt. 

During  the  year,  23,636  tons  of  domestic  and  other  refuse 
were  collected.  Of  these,  15,572  tons  were  despatched  to  sea,  and 
8,064  tons  were  deposited  in  the  tip  or  cast  upon  agricultural  land. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  which  is  inserted  later, 
shows  in  detail  the  number  of  premises  visited,  the  defects  or 
nuisances  discovered,  and  the  action  and  result  of  action  taken  in 
regard  to  these. 

In  this  connection  it  will  be  seen  that  the  work  of  the 
Inspectors  has  assumed  greater  proportions  than  in  any  previous 
year. 


Premises  which  can  be  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws: — 


Common  Lodging  House 

1 

Bakehouses  ... 

...  11 

Slaughterhouses 

...  21 

Cowsheds 

...  14 

Dairies  and  Milkshops 

...  71 

Common  Lodging  House. 

The  only  common  lodging  house,  which  is  situated  in  Benton 
Way,  provides  accommodation  for  40  male  lodgers,  and  has  been 
well  conducted  during  the  year. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  1 1  bakehouses  on  the  Register,  two  being  classified 
as  factory  bakehouses  and  nine  as  workshop  bakehouses.  They 
have  been  regularly  inspected  and,  as  a  rule,  found  in  satisfactory 
condition. 

Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  21  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough,  19  of  which  are 
licensed  annually,  and  2,  which  were  in  existence  before  1875,  are 
registered. 

The  slaughterhouses  of  recent  construction  are,  for  the  most 
part,  satisfactory  ;  but  the  majority  of  the  older  ones,  by  reason  of 
their  structure,  internal  arrangement  and  proximity  to  dwelling 
houses,  fall  far  short  of  modern  requirements. 

In  all  cases,  the  bye-laws  relating  to  slaughterhouses  have 
been  duly  observed. 

Owing  to  its  general  condition,  one  slaughterhouse  was  con¬ 
sidered  unfit  for  slaughtering,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the 
license  was  transferred  to  other  approved  premises. 

Cowsheds. 

At  the  end  of  1914,  there  were  14  cowsheds  on  the  Register, 
containing  157  cows.  The  general  condition  of  the  cowsheds  is, 
on  the  whole,  fairly  satisfactory,  but  some  of  the  older  ones  leave 
much  to  be  desired.  In  these  the  defects  chiefly  refer  to  structural 
condition  and  arrangement  of  the  buildings  ;  ventilation  and  light¬ 
ing  ;  the  state  or  lack  of  paving  of  the  approaches  to  the  cowsheds  ; 
and  the  provision  made  for  the  storage  of  manure. 
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No  improvements  have  been  effected  to  the  cowsheds  during 
the  year,  and  little  is  to  be  hoped  for  in  this  direction  as  long  as 
the  onus  of  improvement  rests  upon  the  tenant  and  not  upon  the 
owner.  It  is  to  be  remembered  that  the  worst  cowsheds, 
structurally,  are  in  the  occupation  of  cowkeepers  of  limited  means, 
who  could  not  possibly  bear  the  financial  strain  involved  by 
extensive  improvements. 

All  the  cowsheds  have  been  regularly  cleansed  and  limewashed 
during  the  year. 

Dairies  and  Milkshops. 

There  are  71  premises  on  the  Register  where  a  retail  milk 
trade  is  carried  on,  as  compared  with  80  in  the  preceding  year. 

As  pointed  out  in  a  previous  report,  many  of  these  shops  are 
quite  unsuited  for  the  sale  of  milk. 

As  a  rule,  they  lack  proper  storage  accommodation,  and  as  tne 
sale  of  milk  is  usually  a  minor  part  of  a  general  business,  the  milk 
is  liable  to  serious  risk  of  contamination. 

There  are  no  houses  let  in  lodgings  on  the  Register. 

The  offensive  trades  carried  on  in  the  Borough  are  fat  boiling 
and  gut  scraping,  and  these  have  been  conducted  without  complaint 
during  the  year. 

There  are  no  outworkers  and  no  underground  sleeping  rooms 
in  the  Borough. 

Schools. 

There  are  12  Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough,  four 
of  which  are  Non-provided. 

There  is,  of  course,  great  diversity  in  type,  general  arrange¬ 
ment,  and  environment  of  the  schools. 

On  the  whole,  they  are  healthy  and  well  suited  to  educational 
purposes,  and  the  schools  of  recent  construction  leave  nothing  to 
be  desired. 

All  the  schools  are  provided  with  water,  and  all,  with  one 
exception,  where  privies  are  used,  are  supplied  with  water  closets 
of  the  trough  type  with  automatic  flush. 

A  satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness  has  been  maintained 
during  the  year. 

Routine  disinfection  of  the  schools  has  been  undertaken  twice 
during  the  year,  and  where  the  prevalence  of  infectious  disease  was 
excessive  the  classrooms  were  specially  disinfected  and  cleaned. 

Only  one  department  was  closed  on  account  of  infectious 
disease  (measles),  this  action  being  taken  by  the  Education  Com¬ 
mittee  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  School  Medical  Officer, 
(Article  57  of  the  Code). 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer, 
and  the  Public  Health  and  School  Medical  Services  are  thus 
closely  co-ordinated. 
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FOOD. 

Milk  Supply. 

About  one-third  of  the  milk  sold  in  the  Borough  is  produced 
locally,  the  remainder  being  imported  from  other  districts. 

The  milk  supply  has,  I  believe,  been  sufficient ;  but  a  cleaner 
milk  supply  would  be  assured  provided  proper  precautions  against 
contamination  such  as  systematic  grooming  of  cows,  wearing  of 
overalls  by  the  milkers,  &c.,  were  observed  by  the  cowkeepers. 

A  quarterly  inspection  of  all  cows  in  the  Borough  has  been 
undertaken  by  the  Veterinary  Inspector  appointed  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Order,  1913,  for  the  purpose  of  detecting  tuberculosis 
in  cattle. 

In  the  course  of  veterinary  inspection,  no  cow  was  discovered 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  Two  which  were  under  suspicion 
proved  to  be  suffering  from  simple  inflammatory  conditions. 

Under  the  new  Tuberculosis  Order,  now  in  suspension,  two 
cows  were  notified  by  Veterinary  Surgeons  to  be  suffering  from 
tuberculosis.  The  animals  were  slaughtered  after  valuation  had 
been  agreed  upon,  and  after  slaughter  in  one  instance  the  diagnosis 
was  confirmed,  and  in  the  other  the  animal  was  proved  not  to  have 
been  affected.  In  the  first  case  30/-  was  paid  as  compensation  and 
in  the  other  £10. 

Seven  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  two  of  diphtheria  occurred  at 
dairy  farms  or  milkshops  during  the  year.  In  every  case  the 
patient  was  removed  to  hospital,  and  due  precautions  taken  to 
protect  the  milk  supply  with  success. 

Other  Foods. 

Some  idea  of  the  supervision  exercised  over  the  food  supply  of 
the  district  may  be  gathered  from  that  portion  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report  relating  to  the  seizure  or  surrender  of  unsound 
foods.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  weight  of  such  foods  discovered 
amounted  to  nearly  100  tons. 

Regular  inspections  have  been  made  of  premises  where  foods 
are  prepared,  stored,  or  exposed  for  sale. 

On  the  whole,  these  premises  have  been  maintained  in  a 
cleanly  condition,  but  several  are  unsuitable  by  reason  of  their 
situation  and  general  structural  condition. 

1,248  visits  have  been  made  to  21  slaughterhouses,  and  as  far 
as  possible  these  visits  took  place  during  the  process  of  slaughter¬ 
ing.  But,  as  has  been  pointed  out  in  previous  reports,  owing  to 
the  slaughterhouses  being  scattered  over  the  town,  and  slaughter¬ 
ing  taking  place  at  all  times  of  the  day  or  even  the  night,  inspection 
for  the  detection  of  diseased  meat  is  necessarily  imperfect,  and 
must  continue  so  in  the  absence  of  a  public  abattoir. 

In  this  connection,  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for 
Northumberland  in  that  portion  of  his  Annual  Report  for  1913 
which  relates  to  Wallsend  states  : — 
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“  The  unsatisfactory  situation  and  structural  condition  of 
“some  of  the  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  Borough  still 
“continues,  and  their  closure,  if  legal  difficulties  could  be 
“  surmounted,  would  prove  a  boon  as  regards  public 
“administration.  In  no  place  in  the  administrative 
“county  is  the  erection  of  a  public  abattoir  more  desirable 
“  than  in  this  Borough,  as  not  only  would  such  provision 
“supply  the  improved  accommodation  which  is  so 
“  necessary,  but  it  would  at  the  same  time  greatly  assist 
“  in  securing  a  more  systematic  inspection  of  the  meat 
“supply  than  is  possible  under  present  conditions.” 

However,  bearing  in  mind  the  care  generally  exercised  by  the 
butchers  in  immediately  reporting  to  the  Department  any  carcase 
or  meat  of  a  suspicious  character,  and  the  frequent  visits  made  to 
the  slaughterhouses  by  the  Inspector,  this  source  of  food  supply 
may  be  considered  to  be  fairly  well  guarded. 

In  normal  times,  as  a  rule,  only  high-class  animals  are  chosen 
for  slaughter ;  but  since  the  war  began  a  distinct  shortage  of 
imported  meat  has  occurred. 

The  price  of  this  class  of  meat  consequently  rose,  and  home- 
killed  meat  has,  for  the  moment,  largely  taken  its  place,  resulting 
in  the  slaughter  of  a  greater  number  of  second-class  animals. 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

The  administration  of  the  so-called  Adulteration  Acts  is  under 
the  control  of  the  County  Council  of  Northumberland. 

I  am  greatly  indebted  to  the  Chief  Constable  of  the  County  for 
the  following  statement  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken  in 
Wallsend  during  1914,  together  with  the  results  of  analysis  and  the 
subsequent  action,  if  any,  taken  by  the  Authority  : — 


Article. 

No.  of  Samples 
obtained. 

Number 

Adulterated. 

Number 

Doubtful. 

Number  not 
Adulterated. 

Number  not 
Proceeded 
Against. 

Number  of 
Prosecutions. 

Number 

Fined. 

Number 
Dismissed.  ; 

No.  Withdrawn 
on  Payment 
of  Costs. 

Amount  of 
Fines  Imposed. 

I 

Amount  of 
Costs. 

£  s.  d. 

£  s.  d. 

Milk  . 

28 

4 

24 

1 

*> 

o 

9 

jU 

1 

0  18  6 

Butter 

3 

1 

2 

Lard 

3 

3 

... 

Jams 

9 

4 

.  .  . 

5 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3  6  6 

Sugar 

1 

1 

White  Pepper  ... 

1 

1 

Glvcerine 

1 

1 

Baking  Powder 

1 

•  •  • 

1 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

... 

... 

1 

Camphorated  Oil 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

Olive  Oil 

l 

1 

Ground  Almonds 

1 

1 

Whiskey 

4 

1 

.  .  . 

3 

1 

Vinegar  . 

1 

1 

... 

Coffee 

2 

... 

2 

| 

Total 

58 

9 

1 

48 

4 

5 

1 

3 

1 

3  (i  0 

0  18  6 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  CLASSES. 

On  1 9th  May,  1914,  and  the  following  three  days,  a  Housing 
Inspector  of  the  Local  Government  Board  made  an  investigation  of 
the  housing  conditions  in  the  Borough. 

In  a  subsequent  letter  to  the  Council  the  Board  stated  that,  in 
the  opinion  of  their  Inspector  : — 

“  (1)  There  is  a  scarcity  of  houses  for  the  working  classes.” 

“  (2)  There  is  a  considerable  number  of  houses  which  are  unfit 
“  for  human  habitation,  and  which  should  receive  the 
“  earliest  possible  consideration  of  the  Council.” 

“  (3)  There  is  much  gross  overcrowding,  which  cannot  be 
“  dealt  with  on  account  of  the  lack  of  vacant  accommoda- 
“  tion,  and  that  for  the  same  reasons  effective  action 
“  cannot  be  taken  in  regard  to  insanitary  dwellings  now 
“  in  occupation.” 

“  (4)  The  Council  should  give  immediate  consideration  to  the 
“  question  of  taking  action  under  Part  III.  of  the  Housing 
“  of  the  Working  Classes  Act  with  a  view  to  the  erection 
“  of  at  least  100  houses.” 

These  were  the  prevailing  conditions  in  May,  and  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year  there  was  no  material  change. 

The  portion  of  the  letter  referring  to  houses  unfit  for  human 
habitation,  and  which  should  be  closed,  was  fully  considered  by  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  and  arising  out  of  a  special  joint  report  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  Sanitary  Inspector,  the  following 
list  of  such  houses  was  prepared  : 

Willington  High  Row  ...  ...  ...  5 

Willington  Square  and  detached  cottages  in 

neighbourhood  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Willington  Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bigges  Main  and  detached  cottages  in 

neighbourhood  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

o 

H  owdon  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50 

It  will  be  noted  that  all  these  houses  are  in  areas  recently 
added  to  the  Borough. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  large  number  of  houses  in  question,  the 
serious  reduction  in  housing  accommodation  which  would  result 
from  extensive  closure,  the  utter  impossibility  of  the  tenants  finding 
other  accommodation  in  the  Borough  if  closing  orders  were  made 
and  enforced,  and  finally,  the  fact  that  these  houses  are  in  the 
ownership  of  comparatively  few  persons,  the  Committee  resolved  to 
confer  with  the  owners  in  order,  if  possible,  to  decide  upon  a  policy 
for  dealing  with  these  areas  as  a  whole. 
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Exception  was  made  in  the  case  of  the  houses  in  the  Howdon 
area,  the  consideration  of  which  was  deferred  for  further  report. 

The  conference  was  accordingly  held,  and  the  proposals 
related  below  were  made  by  the  owners  and  accepted  by  the 
Committee. 


Bigges  Main,  Willington  Square,  Willington  Stables  and 

Detached  Cottages  in  the  Neighbourhood  of  each. 

This  mass  of  property  represents  the  type  of  mining  houses 
found  in  most  parts  of  Northumberland,  and  is  perhaps  no  better 
or  worse  than  similar  property  elsewhere. 

It  was  agreed  as  follows  : — 

(1)  That  one  row  of  houses  be  dealt  with  at  a  time. 

(2)  That  the  several  rows  be  graded  according  to  the 
number  of  insanitary  dwellings  contained  in  each,  the 
row  containing  the  most  being  named  first. 

(3)  That  the  tenants  in  the  worst  row  be  first  required  to 
vacate  their  houses  as  vacancies  occurred  in  the  better 
rows  or  as  suitable  accommodation  became  available 
elsewhere,  and  successively  until  all  the  houses  became 
unoccupied. 

(4)  That  the  houses  vacated  by  the  gradual  moving  up 
procedure  remain  permanently  closed  without  the 
necessity  of  making  closing  orders. 


Willington  High  Row. 

The  houses  in  this  row  are  similar  in  type  to  those  above,  and 
the  owner  agreed  to  permanently  close  them  without  the  making  of 
closing  orders  when  requested  to  do  so  by  the  Council  or  as  they 
became  vacated. 

The  Housing  Committee  took  into  consideration  the  recom¬ 
mendation  of  the  Board  in  regard  to  the  erection  of  new  houses, 
and  it  was  at  once  agreed  to  provide  at  least  100  houses  for  the 
working  classes. 

The  site  chosen  is  situated  on  the  north  side  of  the  Burn 
Closes,  and  is  in  all  respects  suitable  for  building  purposes. 

It  is  eight  acres  in  extent,  and  the  Council  are  the  owners. 

It  has  been  decided,  in  the  first  instance,  to  offer  the  land  for 
sale  for  building  purposes  only,  with  the  restriction  that  houses  are 
to  be  erected  in  accordance  with  the  Council’s  plans  and 
specifications. 

Failing  this,  the  Council  will,  themselves,  proceed  to  erect  the 
houses. 

In  the  meantime  the  details  of  the  scheme  are  under 
consideration. 
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A  valuable  addition  to  the  housing  accommodation  of  the  near 
future  will  he  found  in  the  workmen’s  dwellings  now  in  course  of 
erection  by  Messrs.  Swan,  Hunter,  and  Wigham  Richardson, 
Limited. 

According  to  the  plans,  the  buildings  are  made  up  of  four 
blocks  of  tenements  enclosing  a  common  area  in  size  about  108 
feet  by  83  feet. 

The  blocks  are  four  stories  high,  each  block  fronting  a  40  feet 
street,  and  access  is  gained  to  all  parts  of  the  buildings  by  means 
of  three  staircases. 

The  total  accommodation  amounts  to  107  tenements,  each 
consisting  of  a  kitchen  13  feet  by  12  feet,  two  bedrooms  11  feet  by 
10  feet  and  11  feet  by  9  feet  respectively,  a  combined  bathroom 
and  scullery,  and  a  lobby  and  conveniences. 

This  property  is  being  erected  specially  to  meet  the  needs  of 
workmen  earning  low  wages,  and  although  the  rents  to  be  charged 
have  not  been  definitely  agreed  upon,  it  is  expected  they  will  be 
well  within  the  means  of  this  class  of  workmen. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  type  of  the  dwelling 
house  in  the  respective  wards  and  in  the  Borough  as  a  whole : — 


Wards. 

Class  of 

Houses. 

Self- 

Cont’n’d 

One 

Room. 

Two 

Rooms. 

Three 

Rooms. 

Four 
Rooms  & 
upwards 

Total. 

N  or  thumberland 

209 

426 

110 

113 

858 

Wallsend 

181 

347 

200 

127 

855 

Carville 

209 

51 

461 

414 

1,135 

Buddie 

326 

11 

423 

421 

1,181 

Holy  Cross  ... 

112 

68 

496 

489 

1,165 

Hadrian 

399 

172 

235 

154 

960 

Willington 

71 

90 

196 

196 

553 

Willington  Quay 

166 

42 

439 

239 

198 

1,084 

Howdon 

98 

91 

346 

264 

235 

1,034 

Totals 

1,771 

133 

1,950 

2,624 

2,347 

8,825 

The  approximate  rentals  in  each  area  are  as  follows  :  - 


Area. 

1 

Room. 

2 

Rooms. 

3 

Rooms. 

4 

Rooms. 

5  Rooms 
or  more. 

Wallsend  ... 

3/-  to  5/- 

6/-  to  6/6 

6/6  to  7/6 

9/"  &  upwards 

Willington  Quay... 

2/- 

2/6  to  5/- 

6/-  to  6/6 

6/6  to  7/- 

9/~  &  upwards 

Bigges  Main 

... 

2/3  to  4/- 

2/3  to  4/- 

... 

Willington 

2/3  to  2/9 

2/3  to  2/9 

... 
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New  Houses. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  Surveyor,  I  am  enabled  to  give  the 
following  statement  showing  the  number  of  self-contained  and 
tenemented  houses  erected  in  the  Borough  from  April,  1905,  to 
31st  December,  1914  : — 


April  to  March. 

Self-con¬ 

tained. 

Tenement, 

1905  to  1906.. 

.Buildings  Erected. 

..  38 

18 

1906  to  1907 

9  9 

72 

40 

1907  to  1908 

9  9 

87 

47 

1908  to  1909 

>9 

10 

23 

1909  to  1910 

9  1 

6 

21 

1910  to  1911 

99 

25 

19 

1911  to  1912 

99 

21 

15 

1912  to  1913 

99 

20 

3 

Jan.  to  Dec 

1913  to  1913 

99 

15 

1 

1914  to  1914 

99 

21 

3 

Total 

..  315 

190 

During  1914,  the  erection  of  63  dwelling  houses  and  a 
tenemented  block  comprising  107  tenants  was  commenced.  Of 
these,  21  self-contained  and  3  tenemented  houses  of  two  tenements 
each  were  completed  and  occupied  during  the  year. 

In  addition,  a  pre-existing  public-house  with  dwelling  house 
above  in  Willington  Quay  was  converted  into  three  tenements. 

The  situation  of  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  during  1914 
was  as  follows  : — 


Self-contained  Houses. 

Grange  Villas,  Wallsend  ...  ...  ...  4 

North  View,  Wallsend  ...  .  ...  2 

Station  Road,  Wallsend  ...  ...  ...  1 

Station  Road,  Willington  Quay  ...  ...  9 

Tynemouth  Road,  Rosehill  ...  ...  ...  1 

The  Square,  Willington  ...  ...  ...  4 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 


Tenemented  Houses. 

Park  Road,  Wallsend,  three  houses  consisting  of  two 
tenements  each. 

All  new  houses  erected  and  occupied  in  1914  were  for  the 
working  classes.  Supervision  over  the  construction  of  new  houses, 
in  relation  to  the  bye-laws,  is  exercised  by  the  Surveyor,  with  the 
exception  of  drainage  work,  which  is  supervised  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector. 


Bye-laws  were  adopted  by  the  Council  in  the  year  1900. 


As  regards  streets  and  a  few  minor  points  of  construction  the 
revision  of  the  bye-laws  is  deemed  necessary,  and  the  matter  is  at 
present  under  consideration. 


THE  HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS,  1910. 

The  Regulations  prescribe  the  method  to  be  adopted  as 
regards  inspection  of  dwelling  houses,  the  various  points  to  which 
attention  must  be  directed,  and  also  the  form  in  which  a  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  should  annually  report  on  the  work  accomplished 
as  regards  housing. 

At  the  end  of  1914,  there  were  8,825  dwelling  houses  in  the 
Borough,  and  of  these  approximately  4,506  are  within  the  limit  of 
rent  applicable  to  the  district  under  Section  14  of  the  Housing  and 
Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  i.e.,  £16  per  annum. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  work  carried  out  under  this 
heading  during  the  last  four  years : — 


•  ,  .  «  W  «  .  « •  « 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  all  purposes 

512 

1,415 

1,001 

1,543 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
under  and  for  the  purpose  of  Sec.  17 

40 

20 

51 

235 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which  on 
inspection  were  considered  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation 

40 

8 

14 

235 

The  number  of  representations  made  to  the 
Council  with  a  view  to  making  of  Closing 
Orders  ...  ...  ...  . 

40 

3 

6 

35 

The  number  of  Closing  Orders  made 

40 

3 

6 

35 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  the  defects 
in  which  were  remedied  without  the 
making  of  Closing  Orders 

164 

97 

393 

537 

The  number  of  dwelling-houses  which,  after 
the  making  of  Closing  Orders,  were  put 
into  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation 

24 

3 

4 

Voluntarily  closed  by  owners 

6 

10 

... 

Houses  demolished  (voluntarily)  . 

1 

2 

4 
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The  general  character  of  the  defects  found  to  exist  on 
inspection  was  as  follows  : — 

Ventilation  Defective. 

Lighting  Defective. 

Closet  Accommodation  Defective. 

External  Disrepair. 

Internal  Disrepair. 

Drainage  Defective. 

Uncleanliness. 

Yard  Paving  Defective. 

The  houses  inspected  for  the  purposes  of  Section  17  were 
situated  as  follows  : — 

Chapel  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Stephenson  Street  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Moor  Edge  House  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Globe  Property  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Paddock  Hall...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Bigges  Main  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  104 

.  Willington  High  Row  ...  ...  ...  9 

Willington  Square  ...  ...  ...  ...  52 

Willington  Stables  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Rising  Sun  Cottages...  ...  ...  ...  2 

North  Gate  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Bank  Top  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Mill  Bank  ...  ...  ...  ...  _  3 

Old  Engine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Total . 235 


Houses  on  which  Closing  Orders  were  made. 

The  35  Closing  Orders  made  referred  to  the  following 
properties  : — 

(1)  Dock  Street  Property,  Howdon. 

I  his  tenemented  block  comprises  14  tenements. 

The  owner  interviewed  the  Sanitary  Committee,  and  submitted 
plans  of  proposed  alterations.  The  property  was  inspected  by  the 
Sub-Committee,  and  eventually  the  Sanitary  Committee  decided 
that  the  alterations  shown  on  the  plan  were  not  sufficient  to 
render  this  property,  in  all  respects,  fit  for  human  habitation. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  no  further  steps  had  been  taken  by  the 
owner,  and  the  case  was  awaiting  the  decision  of  the  Committee 
on  the  question  of  demolition. 
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(2)  Nos.  66,  67,  68,  and  69,  Stephenson  Street,  Willing- 
ton  Ouay. 

This  is  tenemented  leasehold  property,  and  comprises  14 
tenements. 

The  leases  of  these  houses  will  shortly  expire,  and  the  land- 
owners  have  agreed  not  to  grant  extension  of  the  leases,  except  for 
the  erection  of  new  property.  This  decision  also  includes  other 
land  in  Stephenson  Street  in  the  possession  of  the  same  owners. 
The  owners  of  the  property  are,  at  the  moment,  taking  steps  to 
have  the  houses  vacated. 


(3)  No.  8,  Chapel  Street,  Howdon. 

This  was  previously  a  back-to-back  house,  containing  four 
tenements. 

It  has  been  re-modelled,  and  now  provides  very  satisfactory 
accommodation  for  three  tenants.  New  out-houses  have  also  been 
erected. 

The  Closing  Orders  were  determined  during  the  year. 

At  one  time  this  property,  together  with  the  adjoining  block, 
abutted  upon  a  common  courtyard  in  the  rear.  Internal  re¬ 
arrangement  and  other  alterations  to  the  latter  were,  by  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  owner,  carried  out  during  the  previous  year.  Each 
block  is  now  provided  with  a  separate  yard  with  new  water  closets 
and  coalhouses  in  each,  and  the  improvements  have  completely 
altered  the  character  of  this  once  very  undesirable  spot. 

(4)  Paddock  Hall. 

This  detached  cottage  comprises  two  tenements. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a  demolition  order  was  in  operation.  In 
this  case  an  appeal  against  the  closing  orders  was  made  by  the 
owner  to  the  Local  Government  Board,  but  the  appeal  was 
subsequently  withdrawn. 

(5)  Moor  Edge  House. 

This  house,  formerly  occupied  by  one  tenant,  was  situated  on 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  Borough.  A  closing  order  was  made, 
and  the  house  was  demolished  voluntarily  by  the  owner. 

(6)  The  Dwelling  House  at  the  Rose  Inn,  Rosehill,  and 

four  Attached  Cottages. 

A  new  public-house  to  take  the  place  of  the  old  inn  was 
erected  on  another  site  in  the  near  vicinity,  and  closing  orders  were 
made  on  the  above  premises. 

The  owners  appealed  against  the  closing  orders.  The  appeal 
was,  however,  withdrawn  before  the  date  of  hearing  had  been  fixed. 

Houses  on  which  Demolition  Orders  were  made. 

Paddock  Hall — Two  cottages. 
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Houses  Demolished  without  the  making  of  Demolition 

Orders. 

Moor  Edge  House. 

Willington  Low  Row — Three  cottages. 

Overcrowding. 

At  the  Census  of  1911  it  was  found  that,  measured  on  the 
basis  of  more  than  two  persons  per  house,  32  per  cent,  of  the 
population  of  the  Borough  were  living  under  overcrowded 
conditions. 

But  1911  was  a  year  of  trade  depression. 

At  that  time  there  were  many  empty  houses,  and  overcrowding 
was  then  very  largely  due,  as  usually  happens  at  such  times  in  an 
industrial  district,  to  two  or  more  families  living  together  for 
reasons  of  economy. 

This  state  of  things,  however,  was  soon  succeeded  by  vastly 
improved  industrial  conditions,  which  have  been  maintained  during 
the  war  by  additional  Government  work  in  the  shipbuilding  yards, 
and  with  the  change  the  character  of  overcrowding  became 
altered. 

About  two  years  ago  all  available  accommodation  was  occupied, 
but  despite  this  a  steady  influx  of  workmen  continued. 

Many  houses  intended  for,  and  previously  occupied  by,  one 
family  have  been  found  to  contain  two  or  more  families  or  an 
excessive  number  of  lodgers,  thus  largely  accounting  for  the  over¬ 
crowded  state  of  the  Borough  during  the  year. 

In  these  respects  Wallsend  is,  I  understand,  affected  in 
common  with  other  Mid-Tyne  districts. 

The  number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered  and  recorded 
during  1914  was  98.  They  were  all  of  a  gross  nature,  and  were 
discovered  in  course  of  ordinary  visitation  in  connection  with 
infectious  disease,  sanitary  inspections,  school  medical  inspection 
and  infant  welfare  work,  and  had  a  special  investigation  been 
made  no  doubt  the  number  would  have  been  considerably 
increased. 


HOSPITAL  ADMINISTRATION  IN  RELATION  TO  ACUTE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

The  Small-pox  Hospital  and  the  ordinary  Infectious  Diseases 
Hospital  are  under  the  control  of  the  Medical  Superintendent,  Dr. 
Aitchison. 

Both  hospitals  are  situated  to  the  North  of  the  Borough  about 
a  mile  from  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  about  a  quarter-of-a-mile 
from  one  another. 

Both  hospitals  are  ready,  at  all  times,  for  the  reception  of 
cases. 
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Disease. 

No.  of  Cases 
Notified. 

No.  of  Cases 
Admitted  to 
Hospital. 

Percentage. 

Scarlet  Fever 

481 

433 

90*2 

Diphtheria  ... 

76 

70 

92*1 

Enteric  Fever 

13 

12 

92*3 

Totals 

570 

515 

90*3 

During  the  year,  515  cases  of  infectious  disease  were  admitted, 
as  compared  with  325  in  1913. 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  admitted  15  died,  giving  a  case 
mortality  rate  of  2*9  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  2-1  in  1913  and 
4-8  in  1912. 

The  mortality  among  cases  in  which  the  diagnosis  on  notifica¬ 
tion  was  confirmed  was  2*9  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  2*2  in 
1913. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  all  cases  was  39*4  days. 

Of  the  15  deaths,  four  occurred  within  twelve  hours  of 
admission. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

The  number  of  admissions  was  433,  or  240  more  than  in  1913. 

About  the  middle  of  the  year  the  available  accommodation  for 
scarlet  fever  patients  was  fully  utilised,  and  from  that  time  till  the 
end  ol  the  year  only  cases  in  which  proper  isolation  could  not  be 
provided  in  the  home  and  serious  cases  urgently  requiring  hospital 
treatment  were  admitted  as  vacancies  occurred. 

The  Council,  therefore,  decided  to  erect,  at  an  early  date,  an 
additional  block  for  the  reception  of  patients  suffering  from  scarlet 
fever. 

The  diagnosis  on  admission  of  five  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was, 
after  observation,  found  to  be  in  error. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  all  cases  was  47*5  days,  and  of 
the  true  cases  48  days. 

Seven  deaths  occurred,  giving  a  case  mortality  of  1*8  per  cent. 
The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  the  fatal  cases  was  19*1  days. 

Diphtheria. 

Seventy  notified  cases  of  diphtheria  were  admitted,  as 
compared  with  85  in  1913  and  126  in  1912. 

Of  these  there  had  been  an  error  of  diagnosis  in  eight 
instances. 

Of  the  62  true  cases  of  diphtheria,  seven  died,  giving  a  case 
mortality  of  11*2  per  cent.,  as  compared  with  3*8  in  the  preceding 
year. 

Four  of  the  deaths  occurred  within  twelve  hours  of  admission, 
the  average  period  being  about  five  hours. 
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In  diphtheria  one  of  the  determining  factors  in  a  high  or  a  low 
case  mortality  is  the  length  of  time  which  elapses  between  the 
onset  of  the  illness  and  the  administration  of  diphtheria  antitoxic 
serum — the  shorter  the  period,  the  lower  the  mortality  and  vice 
versa. 

In  these  four  cases  it  was  found  that  the  parents  had  failed  to 
obtain  medical  advice  sufficiently  early  for  serum  treatment  to  be 
effective. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  the  true  cases  which  recovered 
was  31*7  days  and  of  the  fatal  cases  3*1  days. 

Enteric  Fever. 

The  number  of  admissions  was  12;  or  35  less  than  in  1913  and 
1 1  less  than  in  1912. 

The  diagnosis  on  admission  was  confirmed  in  every  instance. 

One  patient  died,  giving  a  case  mortality  rate  of  8*3  per  cent., 
as  compared  with  four  deaths  and  a  case  mortality  rate  of  9*5  per 
cent,  in  1913. 

The  average  stay  in  hospital  of  the  recovery  cases  was  38 '5 
days,  and  for  the  fatal  case  27  days. 

B.-PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OVER  ACUTE 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

(1).  NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

These  fall  into  two  groups — [a)  those  notifiable  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  and  ( b )  those  notifiable 
under  Regulations  made  by  the  Local  Government  Board  under 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  and  subsequent  Amending  Acts. 

On  April  1st,  1914,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  became  com¬ 
pulsory  notifiable,  and  the  list  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  now 
includes  the  following  : — 

Small-pox,  cholera,  diphtheria,  membranous  croup,  erysipelas, 
acute  poliomyelitis,  cerebro-spinal  meningitis,  ophthalmia  neona¬ 
torum,  the  disease  known  as  scarlatina  or  scarlet  fever,  and  the 
fevers  known  by  any  of  the  following  names  : — Typhus,  typhoid, 
enteric,  relapsing,  continued  or  puerperal. 

During  the  year,  731  cases  were  notified  by  medical 
practitioners,  as  compared  with  575  in  1913  and  405  in  1912. 

Table  X.  shows  the  number  of  notifications  received  each  week 
during  1914. 

The  attack-rates  and  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population 
for  the  last  four  years  were  as  follows  : — 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Number  of  cases  notified ... 

210 

405 

575 

731 

Attack-rate  per  1,000  population 

5-08 

9  4 

131 

16-4 

Death-rate  ,,  ,, 

2-37 

1  21 

1-81 

2-2 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious 
disease  and  attack-rates  for  each  Ward  : — 
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Immediately  on  receipt  of  notification  of  a  case  of  infectious 
disease  the  infected  household  is  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  or  an  inspector. 

Information  as  to  the  age,  occupation,  number  of  rooms  and 
occupants,  milk  supply,  probable  source  of  infection,  &c.,  is 
obtained  and  entered  upon  a  special  form. 

In  cases  where  the  patient  is  to  be  nursed  at  home,  instruction 
as  to  the  proper  means  of  isolation  and  the  methods  to  be  adopted 
to  prevent  the  spread  of  infection  is  given  to  the  person  in  charge. 

The  following  specimens  may  be  sent  by  the  medical 
practitioners  to  the  College  of  Medicine,  Newcastle,  and  investigated 
free  of  charge,  the  cost  of  such  bacteriological  work  being  provided 
for  in  the  County  Rate  : — 

(1)  Swabs  from  the  throat  for  the  presence  of  the  diphtheria 
organism, 

(2)  Sputa  for  the  presence  of  the  tubercle  bacillus,  and 

(3)  Blood,  in  cases  of  suspected  enteric  fever,  for  Widal’s 
test. 

In  each  case  the  Health  Department,  as  well  as  the  medical 
practitioner,  is  notified  of  the  results  of  examination. 

In  the  matter  of  infectious  disease,  the  local  practitioners 
have  in  various  ways  rendered  great  assistance  to  the  Department. 

I  hey  have  freely  taken  advantage  of  the  bacteriological  aids  to 
diagnosis,  and  in  many  instances  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  was 
consulted  before  a  definite  diagnosis  of  the  case  was  made. 

The  annexed  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
specimens  submitted  from  all  sources  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  bacteriological  examination  : — 


Disease 

Suspected. 

Medical 

Practitioner. 

Infectious 

Diseases 

Hospital 

Medical 
Officer  of 

1  lealth. 

Total. 

Grand 

Total. 

Pos. 

• 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Pos. 

Neg. 

Diphtheria  . . . 

53 

140 

88 

168 

93 

48 

234 

356 

590 

Enteric  Fever 

9 

29 

4 

10 

13 

39 

Pulmonary 

52 

Tuberculosis 

9 

54 

1 

9 

55 

64 

Totals  . . . 

71 

223 

92 

178 

93 

49 

256 

450 

706 

SMALL-POX. 

The  Borough  was  entirely  free  from  this  disease  during  1914. 

One  case  was  notified,  but  after  observation  in  hospital,  the 
diagnosis  was  found  to  be  in  error,  and  the  notification  was 
consequently  withdrawn. 


25 


SCARLET  FEVER. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

No.  of  cases  notified 

68 

104 

199 

481 

Attack-rate  per  1,000  population 

16 

24 

45 

107 

No.  of  Deaths 

2 

o 

O 

0 

10 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population. . 

04 

■06 

00 

•99 

w 

Case-mortality  (per  cent. ) 

24)4 

2-8 

00 

2-08 

The  epidemic  of  scarlet  fever,  which  commenced  early  in 
1913,  was  maintained  throughout  the  year,  and  at  the  end  of  the 
year  showed  no  signs  of  abatement. 

The  disease  was  prevalent  to  an  almost  equal  extent  over  the 
whole  Borough,  and  the  tendency  to  alternately  affect  the  various 
localities  was  a  noticeable  peculiarity. 

Its  relative  prevalence  during  the  quarters  of  the  year  was  as 
follows : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter 

3rd  Quarter 

4th  Quarter. 

Total. 

101 

124 

116 

140 

481 

The  mild  nature  of  the  disease  was  a  prominent  feature,  and 
added  considerably  to  the  difficulties  of  control. 

In  many  instances,  “peeling”  was  the  first  indication  of  the 
disease,  and  these  unrecognised  cases,  not  being  under  restraint  at 
the  commencement  of  the  illness,  no  doubt  largely  contributed  to 
the  maintenance  of  the  epidemic,  in  which  neither  milk  nor  other 
foods,  as  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  were  concerned. 

It  therefore  follows  that  hospital  or  home  isolation  of  well- 
marked  cases  is,  in  itself,  not  sufficient  to  prevent  extension  of  the 
disease  if  milder  cases  remain  undiscovered  and  the  patients 
uncontrolled. 

Primary  and  Secondary  Cases. 

By  a  “  primary  ”  case  is  meant  the  first  case  in  any  outbreak 
occurring  in  an  household,  subsequent  cases  being  described  as 
“ secondary  ” 

In  1914,  out  of  a  total  of  481  notified  cases,  367  were  primary 
and  114  secondary. 

Return  Cases. 

During  the  year  515  scarlet  fever  patients  were  discharged 
from  hospital,  and  in  31  instances,  or  16'2  per  cent.,  their  return 
home  was  followed  within  a  period  of  six  weeks  by  the  occurrence 
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of  a  further  case,  or  cases,  from  the  same  household.  In  the 
preceding  year,  the  number  of  return  cases  was  15,  or  10*5  per 
cent. 


It  may  seem  that  patients  should  be  detained  longer  in 
hospital  with  a  view  to  preventing  the  occurrence  of  return  cases, 
but  experience  in  other  districts  has  shown  that,  even  when  the 
period  of  detention  has  been  considerably  increased,  such  cases 
cannot  be  prevented,  although  the  percentage  might  be  somewhat 
reduced. 

RETURN  CASES. 


Date  of 

Date  of  Notifi- 

Initials  of  Return  Case. 

Discharge  from 

cation  of 

Interval. 

Hospital. 

Return  Case. 

W.H. 

2/12/13 

6/1/14 

35  days 

R.H. 

31/12/13 

8/1/14 

8 

*  > 

E.S 

31/12/13 

9/1/14 

9 

M.  H. 

4/12/13 

13/1/14 

40 

i  * 

J.G. 

19/1/14 

31/1/14 

12 

i  ? 

H.R. 

19/1/14 

7/2/14 

19 

J.P.,  D.P.,  and  M.P.  ... 

4/2/14 

3/2/14 

9/2/14 

r-  -- 

o 

*  * 

J.McD.,  G.McD.,  &  J.T. 

13/2/14 

10 

•  9 

A.M. 

19/1/14 

14/2/14 

26 

1  > 

E.S. 

4  4/14 

13/4/14 

9 

1  « 

WAV. 

16/4/14 

4/5/14 

18 

*  9 

E.C. 

22  5/14 

27/5/14 

5 

5  1 

L.C. 

2/5/14 

27/5/14 

25 

9  5 

B.F. 

21/5/14 

29/5/14 

8 

*  1 

W.T.  and  S.I. 

3/6/14 

8/6/14 

5 

9  ) 

J.E.G. 

4/6/14 

2/7/14 

28 

J.E. 

22/6/14 

10/7/14 

18 

5  > 

E.T. 

18/7/14 

30/7/14 

12 

J  > 

G.M. 

27/7/14 

31/7/14 

4 

1  1 

A.J. 

1 1/8/14 

19/9/14 

8 

1  > 

C.G.  . *. 

11/9/14 

23/9/14 

28/9/14 

12 

1  * 

I.W. 

25/9/14 

3 

9  5 

T.T. 

1/10/14 

14/10/14 

13 

9  9 

P.S. 

10/10/14 

1 7/10/14 

7 

*  J 

J.H. 

20/10/14 

27/10/14 

7 

B.A. 

2/11/14 

12/11/14 

12/11/14 

10 

9  * 

H.T.,  G.T.,  AT.,  &  A.T. 

31/10/14 

12 

*  5 

T.M. 

7/10/14 

18/11/14 

42 

*  * 

E.G.  and  J.G. 

19/11/14 

26/11/14 

7 

5  * 

A.H. 

19/11/14 

28/11/14 

9 

>  * 

M.H.  and  M.H. 

19/11/14 

30/11/14 

11 

5  > 

Of  the  total  number  of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  notified,  108,  or 
22*4  per  cent.,  occurred  among  children  below  five  years  of  age  ; 
281,  or  58-4  per  cent.,  were  of  school  age;  and  only  92,  or  19-1 
per  cent.,  were  of  other  ages. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  scarlet  fever  in  the 
Public  Elementary  Schools  in  the  Borough  : — 


School 

Number. 

Name  of  School. 

5 

6 

1 

Wallsend  O.E. 

1 

2 

9 

mJ 

St.  Columba’s  R.C. 

2 

1 

3 

Buddie  Council 

4 

7 

4 

Carville  Council 

8 

6 

5 

Bigges  Main  C.E. 

6 

Richardson  Dees  Council 

10 

11 

7 

Western  Council 

3 

5 

8 

St.  Aidan’s  R.C. 

4 

3 

9 

Addison  Potter  Council 

5 

4 

10 

Bewicke  Council 

7 

8 

11 

Stephenson  Memorial  Cl. 

.  . . 

12 

Central  Council 

. . . 

•  •  • 

Totals 

44 

47 

Ages. 

=4-< 

o 

25  % 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

r— -j  cd 

c3  O 

4->  ^ 

O 

3 

2 

6 

3 

2 

19 

2 

2 

2 

... 

... 

... 

9 

1 

... 

5 

3 

3 

3 

... 

26 

9 

4 

6 

4 

5 

2 

O 

O 

47 

1 

1 

7 

2 

6 

3 

3 

4 

2 

48 

1 

2 

2 

6 

... 

1 

2 

22 

7 

3 

4 

2 

23 

4 

2 

8 

1 

1 

•  •  • 

25 

6 

2 

2 

4 

... 

2 

6 

37 

4 

3 

7 

o 

O 

2 

4 

2 

2 

3 

1 

17 

43 

19 

45 

29 

14 

23 

17 

281 

Infected  Households. 

The  481  notified  cases  concerned  367  households. 

In  291  instances  1  case  occurred  in  the  household. 
In  50  instances  2  cases  occurred  in  the  household. 

In  18  instances  3  cases  occurred  in  the  household. 

In  6  instances  4  cases  occurred  in  the  household. 

In  2  instances  6  cases  occurred  in  the  household. 


1 

case. 

2 

cases. 

3 

cases. 

4 

cases. 

6 

cases. 

Totals. 

Households  .. 

291 

50 

18 

6 

2 

367 

Total  Cases  ... 

291 

j  i 

100 

54 

24 

12 

481 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  CROUP. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914 

_ _ . 

No.  of  cases  notified 

88 

137 

97 

76 

Attack-rate  per  1,000  population 

21 

31 

2-2 

1-7 

No.  of  Deaths 

6 

12 

4 

9 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population. . . 

T4 

•27 

•09 

•20 

Case-mortality  (per  cent.) 

68 

8’7 

4T 

11-8 

Turning  from  scarlet  fever  with  its  heaviest  incidence  on 
record,  it  is  pleasing  to  note  that  diphtheria  was  less  prevalent 
during  1914  than  for  many  years  past. 
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The  disease  was  much  more  prevalent  during  the  first  quarter, 
when  25  cases  occurred. 


The  relative  incidence  was  as  follows 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Totals. 

25 

20 

10 

21 

76 

| 

The  type  of  diphtheria  was  generally  mild,  and  that  it  was  not 
very  infectious  is  shown  by  the  fact  that,  of  the  76  cases  notified, 
no  less  than  67  occurred  in  houses  without  extension  of  the  disease 
to  other  members  of  the  household.  In  three  instances  a  second 
case  occurred  in  the  same  house,  and  in  one  instance  a  third  case. 

Of  the  cases  notified,  21,  or  27-7  per  cent.,  were  under  five 
years  of  age  ;  29,  or  38*  1  per  cent.,  were  of  school  age  ;  and  26,  or 
34*2  per  cent.,  were  of  other  ages. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  in  the 
Public  Elementary  Schools  : — 


*SH 

'o  2 

Ages. 

6  CO 

r-j  £ 

Name  of  School. 

^  co 

_ _ 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

ai  O 
-u 

O 

H 

l 

Wallsend  C.E. 

1 

1 

2 

St.  Columba’s  R.C. 

3 

Buddie  Council 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Carville  Council 

1 

1 

5 

Bigges  Main  C.E. 

6 

Richardson  Dees  Council 

2 

2 

4 

•> 

2 

13 

7 

Western  Council 

i 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

8 

8 

St.  Aidan’s  R  C. 

1 

1 

9 

Addison  Potter  Council 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

10 

Bewicke  Council 

11 

Stephenson  Memorial  Cl. 

.  .  . 

12 

Central  Council 

t 

... 

1 

1 

2 

Totals 

1 

5 

6 

5 

4 

5 

1 

2 

29 

The  case  mortality,  although  higher  than  in  1913,  was  less 
than  the  average  case  mortality  for  the  last  10  years. 

With  the  object  of  discovering  other  children  suffering  from,  or 
acting  as  “  carriers  ”  of,  the  disease,  swabs  were  invariably  taken 
from  the  throats  of  contacts  in  an  infected  household,  and  when 
necessary  also  from  contacts  in  the  school  attended  by  the  scholar. 

Children  in  respect  of  whom  a  positive  return  was  received 
were  kept  under  supervision  at  home.  A  free  supply  of  formalin 
tabloids  for  treatment  of  the  throat  was  provided,  and  the  parents 
warned  of  the  risk  of  spread  of  infection  to  other  members  of  the 

family. 
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In  the  event  of  clinical  symptoms  supervening,  information 
was  given  to  the  medical  attendant,  and  the  usual  precautions 
taken. 

During  the  year,  108  swabs  were  taken  from  97  contacts,  and 
from  children  suffering  from  sore  throats  who  had  been  referred  to 
the  Inspection  Clinic  by  the  Head  Teachers. 

Of  these  swabs,  83  proved  to  be  negative,  and  25  showed  the 
presence  of  the  diphtheria  organism.  In  regard  to  the  latter,  five 
of  the  children  concerned  subsequently  developed  the  disease,  and 
were  removed  to  hospital. 


ENTERIC  FEVER. 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

No.  of  cases  notified 

21 

23 

49 

13 

Attack-rate  per  1,000  population 

•5 

•5 

IT 

•29 

No.  of  Deaths 

5 

3 

6 

1 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population. . . 

T2 

•06 

14 

02 

Case-mortality  (per  cent.) 

j 

23-8 

130 

12-2 

706 

Only  13  cases  of  enteric  fever  were  notified  during  the  year. 
The  relative  prevalence  was  as  follows : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Totals. 

3 

3 

7 

13 

Ward  Distribution. 

The  prevalence  of  the  disease  was  limited  to  the  following 
Ward  : — 


Northumberland 

•  ••  .  •  •  .  .  . 

...  5 

Carville... 

•  •  •  ...  ... 

...  1 

Buddie  ... 

♦  ...  •  •  0 

...  1 

Holy  Cross 

...  .  .  .  ... 

...  1 

Willington 

...  ...  ... 

...  2 

Willington  Quay 

... 

...  3 

Affected  Houses. 

In  eleven  instances,  one 

case  only  occurred  in 

the  same  house, 

and  in  one  instance  two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house. 

The  mild  nature  of  the  attack  was  again  an  outstanding 
feature.  All  the  cases  notified  were  removed  to  hospital,  and  one 
died,  the  average  stay  in  hospital  of  the  remainder  being  38*5  days. 


The  majority  of  the  cases  showed  indefinite  clinical  symptoms 
of  the  disease,  and  in  many  instances  the  diagnosis  almost  entirely 
depended  upon  the  result  of  a  blood  test. 

No  case  of  enteric  fever  was  traceable  to  the  milk  or  the  water 
supply.  Two  had  partaken  of  shellfish  within  a  month  of  the 
commencement  of  the  illness,  but  exactly  what  part  was  played  by 
shellfish  in  its  causation  was  not  definitely  established. 

In  the  instance  where  two  cases  occurred  in  the  same  house¬ 
hold,  it  was  found  that  the  house  was  grossly  overcrowded  and  in 
an  insanitary  and  dirty  condition.  In  such  a  case  proper  pre¬ 
cautions  against  spread  of  infection  were  not  likely  to  be  taken, 
and  very  probably  the  secondary  case  received  infection  from  the 
primary. 

In  another  instance,  the  house  contained  three  lodgers,  one  of 
whom  had  suffered  from  enteric  fever  twelve  months  previously, 
and  whether  this  person,  acting  as  carrier,  had  infected  the  patient 
could  not  be  determined  owing  to  his  refusal  to  provide  the 
necessary  samples  of  feces  and  urine  for  bacteriological  ex¬ 
amination. 

Of  the  12  infected  households,  one  was  provided  with  a  water 
closet,  ten  had  cell  privies,  and  one  an  ashpit  privy. 

The  annexed  table  gives  an  analysis  of  the  cases  of  enteric 
fever  notified  during  1914  : — 


Sanitary 

Conveniences 

Date  of 
Notifi¬ 
cation. 

Age. 

Sex. 

Address 

Water- 

closet. 

r— 1 

•  s 

ft  > 

ft 

Nuisances. 

Remarks. 

16/1/14 

3/2/14 

24 

26 

M 

M 

6  Thames  Street W. 

12  Western  Road 

• 

l 

1 

] 

Gully  cover  in  yard 
defective. 

i 

Brother  died  from  Enteric 
Fever  two  years  ago.  Pro¬ 
bably  infected  at  Fatfield. 
Patient  ate  salmon  10  days 

26/2/14 

22 

F 

47  Stephenson  St. 

1 

previous. 

31/7/14 

19 

M 

56  Orde  Avenue 

... 

l 

Defective  yard 

12/8/14 

19 

F 

19  Soutli  Terrace 

l 

surface. 

18/8/14 

10 

M 

Golightly’s  Build- 

l 

•  •  • 

1/10/14 

38 

F 

ings,  Rosehill 
151  Woodbine  Av. 

l 

Mussels  eaten  6  days  before 

2/10/14 

33 

M 

1a  Sharpe  Road 

l 

illness. 

Mussels  partaken  of  freelv. 

5/10/14 

22 

M 

42  Orde  Avenue 

l 

Case  of  Enteric  Fever  re¬ 
moved  from  same  address 
in  November,  1913. 

12/10/14 

14 

M 

4  Birkett  Street 

l 

.  .  . 

Overcrowding  12 

12/10/14 

46 

F 

10  Birkett  Street 

l 

persons  in  2  rooms 
House  generally 

13/10/14 

12 

M 

8  Birkett  Street 

l 

dilapidated 

...  ... 

31/10/14 

20 

F 

10  Birkett  Street 

•  ••* 

l 

... 

... 

Daughter  of  previous  case 

CONTINUED  FEVER. 

No  case  of  continued  fever  was  notified  during  the  year. 


ERYSIPELAS. 


No.  of  cases  notified 

Attack -rate  per  1,000  population 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population. . . 
Case-mortality  (per  cent.) 


1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

19 

22 

24 

38 

•4 

•5 

5 

•8 

2 

4 

1 

1 

05 

•09 

•02 

02 

10-5 

181 

41 

2-6 

Erysipelas  affected  all  parts  of  the  Borough,  the  highest 
incidence  being  in  the  Holy  Cross  and  Carville  Wards. 


PUERPERAL  FEVER,  ACUTE  POLIOMYELITIS,  AND 

CEREBRO-SPINAL  FEVER. 

No  case  of  puerperal  fever,  acute  poliomyelitis,  or  cerebro¬ 
spinal  fever  was  notified  during  1914. 


NON -NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES. 

These  diseases  are  not  compulsorily  notifiable  under  the 
Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act. 

MEASLES. 

The  Borough  was  comparatively  free  from  measles  during  the 
first  three  quarters  of  1914,  but  towards  the  end  of  November  the 
disease  assumed  epidemic  proportions. 

The  disease  first  made  its  appearance  in  Bigges  Main,  and 
thence  spread  to  the  Northumberland  Ward,  and  at  the  beginning 
of  the  current  year  the  epidemic  seemed  likely  to  seriously  affect 
the  entire  Borough. 

A  system  of  notification  is  in  force  whereby  Head  Teachers 
and  School  Attendance  Officers  are  required  to  give  immediate 
information  to  the  Department  of  any  cases  which  may  come  to 
their  notice. 

From  the  comparatively  few  notifications  received,  and  from 
enquiries  made  among  the  medical  practitioners,  it  would  appear 
that  children  under  school  age  were  chiefly  affected. 

But,  having  in  mind  the  highly  infectious  nature  of  measles, 
the  difficulties  of  control  and  the  ignorance  and  indifference  which 
generally  prevails  regarding  the  disease,  it  will,  presumably,  spread, 
sooner  or  later,  to  children  of  other  ages,  and  exact  its  usual  toll 
of  deaths. 
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About  the  middle  of  December,  the  incidence  of  measles  was 
unusually  severe  in  the  Infant  Department  of  St.  Columbas’  R.C. 
School,  and  the  Department  was  therefore  closed,  on  the  advice  of 
the  School  Medical  Officer,  during  the  last  four  days  of  the  school 
year, 

A  comparison  of  the  deaths  and  death-rates  from  measles  for 
the  last  four  years  is  made  in  the  following  table  : — 


Year. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

No.  of  Deaths ... 

8 

14 

25 

6 

Death-rate  per  1,000 

population 

19 

32 

'57 

13 

All  the  deaths  occurred  in  the  last  quarter 

It  is  well  recognised — and  the  same  remark  applies  to  many 
other  acute  infectious  diseases — that  susceptibility  to,  and  fatality 
from,  measles  diminishes  as  age  advances,  and  in  this  connection  it 
is  worthy  of  note  that  all  the  deaths  were  of  children  under  five 
years  of  age. 


WHOOPING  COUGH. 

The  first  two  quarters  of  the  year  were  fairly  free  from  whoop¬ 
ing  cough,  but  in  the  last  quarter,  when  most  of  the  deaths 
occurred,  the  disease  became  very  prevalent. 


The  annexed  table  shows  a  comparison  of  the  deaths  and 
death-rates  from  whooping  cough  during  the  last  four  years : — 


Year. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

No.  of  Deaths 

15 

7 

17 

17 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
population 

•38 

16 

•57 

•38 

Like  measles,  most  of  the  deaths  were  caused  by  acute 
inflammatory  conditions  of  the  lung  or  bronchial  tubes. 

All  the  deaths  were  among  children  under  seven  years  of  age, 
and  of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  16,  or  94*1  per  cent.,  were  under 
five  years  of  age. 


CHICKEN  POX. 

Chicken  pox  made  its  appearance  intermittently  during  the 
year,  but  at  no  period  became  epidemic  in  its  prevalence.  No 
deaths  occurred. 


38 


r.  ' 

'a 


EPIDEMIC  DIARRHOEA. 

Zymotic  enteritis,  which  includes  epidemic  disorders  of  the 
alimentary  tract  in  children  under  two  years  of  age,  was  responsible 
for  50  deaths.  Of  these,  42  were  under  one  year  of  age. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  with 
corresponding  death-rates  for  the  last  four  years: — 


Year. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

No.  of  Deaths 

59 

12 

25 

50 

Death-rate  per  1,000 
population  .  . 

1-4 

•28 

•57 

IT 

The  disease  was  most  prevalent  during  the  months  of  August 
and  September,  when  the  majority  of  the  deaths  occurred,  and  the 
extent  of  its  prevalence  no  doubt  largely  depended  upon  climatic 
conditions. 


c—  PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis. 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Tuberculosis 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

1913. 

1914. 

No.  of  cases  notified  * 

13 

117 

119 

69 

86 

46 

Attack-rate  per  1,000  . 

•3 

2-7 

21 

15 

1-9 

10 

No.  of  Deaths  . 

47 

41 

32 

46 

37 

30 

Death-rate  per  1,000  population  ... 

IT 

•95 

73 

103 

•84 

•67 

In  the  Circular  of  the  Local  Government  Board  accompanying 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1912,  the  Board 
state : — 

“  The  provisions  of  National  Insurance  Act,  1911,  contemplate  the 
“provision  of  treatment  .on  a  comprehensive  scale  for  persons  suffer- 
“  ing  from  tuberculosis.” 

“  The  Departmental  Committee  on  Tuberculosis,  in  their  Interim 
“  Report,  pointed  out  that  any  scheme  which  is  to  form  the  basis  of 
“  an  attempt  to  deal  with  the  problem  of  tuberculosis  should  be 
“  available  for  the  whole  community,  and  they  recommend  that  the 
“  unit  area  for  administrative  action  should  generally  be  that  of  the 
“  County  or  County  Borough,  or  in  some  cases  a  group  of  Counties 
“and  County  Boroughs,  and  that  the  organisation  of  schemes  would 
“  best  be  carried  out  if  undertaken  by  the  County  or  County  Borough 
“  Council,  or  a  Joint  Committee  of  these  bodies.  It  will  be 
“  remembered  that  in  their  circular  letter  of  the  14tli  of  May  last  the 
“  Board  expressed  themselves  to  be  in  general  agreement  with  the 
“  recommendations  of  the  Committee.”  * 
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“  The  position  to  be  occupied  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  in  relation  to 
“  schemes  of  treatment  must  largely  depend  on  the  circumstances  of 
“  the  area  which  is  chosen  as  the  unit  for  administrative  purposes.” 

sf,ate(i  in  paragraph  35  of  the  Departmental  Committee’s  Report' 
Sanitary  Authorities  are  the  bodies  primarily  concerned  in  the 
“  administration  of  the  Public  Health  Laws  of  this  country,  and  they 
“  must  occupy  an  important  position  in  any  general  scheme  dealing 
“  with  tuberculosis.  It  is  they  who  receive  notifications  of  cases  of 
‘‘  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  and  it  is  duty  of  their  Medical  Officers  of 
‘‘  Health,  on  receiving  notifications,  to  take  such  steps  as  may  appear 
“  f°  them  to  be  necessary  or  desirable  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
“  infection  and  for  removing  conditions  favourable  to  infection.’” 

“  The  Board  may  also  remind  Sanitary  Authorities  of  their  responsi- 
”  bilities  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  and  Housing  Acts  for  the 
prevention  of  overcrowding,  and  for  the  correction  of  insanitary 
“conditions  which  render  houses  unfit  for  human  habitation  and 
“favour  the  spread  of  infection.” 

Provision  has  already  been  made  by  the  County  Council  for 
the  treatment  of  insured  persons  and  their  dependents  suffering 
from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  but  as  yet  no  treatment  by  that 
Authority  is  available  for  those  suffering  from  other  forms  of  the 
disease. 

As  part  of  the  County  Council’s  scheme,  a  tuberculosis 
dispensary  has  been  established  in  Wallsend  and  a  tuberculosis 
Medical  Officer  appointed. 


Adult  cases  requiring  institutional  treatment  are,  as  a  rule, 
sent  to  Barrasford  Sanatorium,  children  being  admitted  to  the 
Philipson  Sanatorium  at  Stannington. 


PULMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 


During  the  year,  69  primary  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
were  notified,  64  notifications  being  received  on  Form  A  and  5  on 
Form  B. 

The  64  notifications  were  received  from  the  following 
sources : — 

Medical  Practitioners  ...  ...  60 

Medical  Officer  of  a  Hospital  ...  1 

Medical  Officer  of  a  Poor  Law  Institution...  1 
Medical  Officer  of  a  Sanatorium  ...  ...  2 

The  five  cases  notified  on  Form  B  concerned  school  children, 
and  were  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer. 

Of  the  total  cases  notified,  42  referred  to  males  and  27  to 
females* 
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The  sex  and  age  periods  of  the  primary  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  as  follows:  — 


At  a'l 
Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  to  5 
years. 

5  to  15 
years. 

| 

15  to  25 
years. 

25  to  45  1 
years. 

45  to  65 
years. 

65  3^ears 
and 

upwards. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

Form  A. 

38 

26 

.  .  • 

1 

8 

4 

12 

5 

14 

12 

4 

3 

1 

Form  B. 

4 

1 

4 

1 

... 

... 

Totals 

42 

27 

4 

12 

5 

12 

5 

14 

12 

1  4 

3 

1 

Grand 

Totals 

69 

l 

17 

17 

26 

7 

] 

Every  notified  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  visited  by 
the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  or  an  Inspector.  Enquiry  was  made 
as  to  the  duration  of  the  illness,  the  probable  source  of  infection, 
the  means  of  isolation,  the  methods  adopted  by  the  patient  and 
other  persons  for  limiting  the  spread  of  infection  ;  the  type,  rental, 
number  of  rooms  and  occupants  of  the  house  ;  the  sex,  age,  and 
occupation  of  each  member  of  the  household  ;  milk  supply,  &c.,  the 
information  obtained  being  recorded  on  a  special  form. 

A  sanitary  survey  of  the  house  was  invariably  made  and 
defects  remedied  as  far  as  possible. 

Verbal  and  printed  information  was  given  as  to  the  care  of  the 
patient  and  the  methods  to  be  adopted  to  safeguard  the  health  of 
the  rest  of  the  household. 


Routine  examination  of  contacts  was  not  attempted,  but  those 
in  impaired  health  were  advised  to  consult  a  doctor  without  delay. 


Patients,  other  than  those  under  the  supervision  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  were  re-visited  at  intervals. 

School  children  suffering  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  were 
supervised  at  the  Inspection  Clinic  and  a  record  kept  of  their 
progress. 


As  a  rule,  they  were  excluded  from  school,  only  those  in  the 
incipient  stage  of  the  disease  being  allowed  to  continue  their 
attendance. 


On  notification  of  death  from  phthisis,  disinfection  was  carried 
out,  with  the  relatives’  consent,  immediately  after  burial 
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The  tables  given  below  give  information  obtained  by  domicilary 
visitation 


ADULT  MALES. 

ADULT  FEMALES. 

No. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

1 

No. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

1 

19 

Timekeeper 

1 

59 

Home 

2 

46 

Labourer 

2 

23 

3 

14 

None 

3 

33 

Home 

4 

29 

Labourer 

4 

25 

5 

44 

Messenger 

5 

37 

6 

22 

Carpenter 

6 

14 

Home 

7 

16 

Clerk 

7 

48 

8 

20 

Moulderer 

8 

39 

9 

37 

Labourer 

9 

23 

Miiliner 

10 

38 

... 

10 

45 

Home 

11 

32 

•  .  . 

11 

36 

12 

30 

Labourer 

12 

48 

School  Cleaner 

13 

19 

Caulker 

13 

17 

Clerkess 

14 

19 

Labourer 

14 

41 

15 

44 

>  > 

15 

20 

Dressmaker 

16 

43 

Bar  Manager 

16 

75 

Home 

17 

45 

Waterman 

17 

32 

18 

50 

Miner 

18 

35 

19 

35 

Sawyer 

19 

32 

20 

19 

Barman 

20 

36 

21 

40 

Caulker 

22 

21 

Miner 

23 

20 

Timekeeper 

24 

41 

Labourer 

25 

18 

Plumber 

26 

27 

Motorman 

27 

23 

Draughtsman 

28 

24 

Labourer 

29 

39 

Labourer 

30 

36 

Riveter 

31 

38 

Boilermaker 

‘ 

The  character  of  housing  accommodation  was  as  follows : — 

Number  of  two  roomed  houses  ...  ...  19 

Number  of  three-roomed  houses  ...  12 

Number  of  four-roomed  houses  ...  ...  20 

Number  with  five  rooms  or  over  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  cases  having  separate  bedrooms  33 

Number  of  cases  sharing  bed  or  bedroom 

with  others  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  cases  of  unsatisfactory  ventilation  7 

Number  of  cases  in  which  no  means  were 
being  taken  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection  by  the  sputum 


9 
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The  following  table  gives  the  deaths  and  corresponding  death- 
rates  in  the  respective  Wards  for  the  last  four  years: — 


Ward. 

1911. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

No. 

Rate. 

Northumberland 

1 

•29 

4 

1.1 

2 

•57 

5 

1-4 

Wallsend 

6 

1-4 

2 

•47 

3 

•69 

2 

•45 

Carville. 

6 

1-5 

6 

1-0 

o 

O 

•49 

8 

13 

Buddie 

4 

•6 

9 

1-4 

4 

•61 

7 

11 

Holy  Cross  . 

rr 

1 

1-2 

6 

10 

4 

•68 

3 

•51 

Hadrian 

8 

16 

5 

10 

*> 

o 

•59 

7 

1-3 

Willington  ... 

4 

1-6 

1 

•38 

5 

19 

O 

IT 

Willington  Quay  ... 

8 

1-9 

2 

•45 

1 

•22 

10 

2T 

Howdon 

o 

O 

•5 

6 

1-1 

7 

12 

1 

T8 

Borough  of  Wallsend 

47 

11 

41 

•95 

32 

•73 

46 
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The  ages  and  occupations  of  those  who  died  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  during  the  year  were  as  follows  : — 


MALES. 

FEMALES. 

No. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

No. 

Age. 

Occupation. 

1 

21 

Blacksmith 

1 

25 

Home 

2 

34 

Labourer 

2 

24 

7  7 

3 

28 

Riveter 

3 

24 

n 

4 

21 

Miner 

4 

37 

7  7 

5 

14 

Home 

5 

20 

Dressmaker 

6 

9 

School 

6 

3 

Home 

7 

22 

Labourer 

7 

12 

School 

8 

45 

Waterman 

8 

21 

Home 

9 

40 

Labourer 

9 

33 

77 

10 

30 

Joiner 

10 

38 

n 

11 

20 

Caulker 

11 

38 

77 

12 

30 

Labourer 

12 

11 

School 

13 

46 

Colliery  Fireman 

13 

13 

5) 

14 

37 

Labourer 

14 

57 

Home 

15 

21 

Labourer 

15 

36 

n 

16 

20 

Riveter 

16 

26 

7 7 

17 

36 

Naval  Architect 

17 

22 

71 

18 

18 

Clerk 

18 

34 

7  7 

19 

37 

Riveter 

19 

42 

7  7 

20 

48 

Motorman 

20 

50 

77 

21 

32 

Insurance  Agent 

21 

23 

77 

22 

39 

Labourer 

22 

40 

7  7 

23 

36 

7  7 

24 

33 

7  7 
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Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis. 

During  the  year,  46  primary  cases  of  non-pulmonary  tuber¬ 
culosis  were  notified,  29  being  males  and  17  females. 

Forty-three  of  the  notifications  were  made  on  Form  A,  39 
being  received  from  private  medical  practitioners,  3  from  medical 
officers  of  a  hospital,  and  1  from  the  medical  officer  of  a  Poor  Law 
Institution. 

The  remainder  were  notified  by  the  School  Medical  Officer  on 
Form  B. 

The  sex  and  age  period  of  the  primary  cases  of  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  were  as  follows  : — 


At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

l  to  5 
years. 

5  to  15 
years. 

15  to  25 
years. 

25  to  45 
years. 

45  to  65 
years. 

65  years 
and 

upwards. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M.  F. 

M. 

F. 

Form  A. 

Form  B. 

Totals  .. 

26 

3 

17 

n 

i 

3 

3 

1 

6 

3 

5 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

...  ,  ... 

1 

29 

17 

7 

3 

3 

1 

9 

5 

7 

4 

3 

2 

1 

1 

Grand 

Totals 

46 

10 

4 

14 

11 

5 

1 

1 

The  total  number  of  primary  cases  notified  comprised  the 
following  : — 


Form  of 
Tuberculosis. 

At  all 
Ages. 

Under 

1  year. 

1  to  5 
years. 

5  to  15 
years. 

15  to  25 
years. 

25  to  45 
years. 

45  to  65 
years. 

65  years 
and 

upwards 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M 

F. 

Abdominal  . . . 

5 

4 

2 

2 

2 

1 

2 

* 

Glandular  ... 

8 

11 

2 

o 

D 

2 

1 

3 

3 

1 

4 

Osseous 

2 

... 

2 

Meningitis  ... 

4 

2 

... 

1 

1 

Other  Forms.. 

10 

2 

1 

..a 

3 

3 

3 

... 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Totals 

29 

17 

rr 

7 

3 

o 

1 

9 

5 

rr 

i 

4 

3 

2 

i 

1 

D.- MEANS  FOR  PREVENTING  MORTALITY  IN 
CHILDBIRTH  AND  IN  INFANCY. 

1  he  Midwives'  Act,  1902,  is  administered  by  the  County 
Council  of  Northumberland. 

1  he  number  of  certified  midwives  practicing  in  the  Borough  at 
the  end  of  the  year  was  10. 
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Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 

Section  1  of  this  Act  provides  as  follows : — 

“  In  the  case  of  every  child  born  in  an  area  in  which  this 
“  Act  is  adopted,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  father  of  the 
“  child,  if  he  is  actually  residing  in  the  house  where  the 
“  birth  takes  place  at  the  time  of  its  occurrence,  and  of 
any  person  in  attendance  upon  the  mother  at  the  time 
“  of,  or  within  six  hours  after,  the  birth,  to  give  notice  in 
“  writing  of  the  birth  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of 
“  the  district  in  which  the  child  is  born  in  the  manner 
“  provided  by  this  Section,  i.e.,  within  36  hours  of  the 
“  occurrence  of  the  birth.” 

The  work  of  this  section  of  the  Department  was  seriously 
interfered  with  by  the  Health  Visitor  having  been  called  up  for 
military  service  immediately  after  the  outbreak  of  war,  and  nearly 
two  months  elapsed  before  other  arrangements  could  be  made  for 
carrying  on  the  work,  and  for  this  reason  no  report  by  the  Health 
Visitor  can  be  included. 

However,  with  the  assistance  of  the  local  Nursing  Associations 
the  work  is  now  being  proceeded  with  almost  on  normal  lines. 

Of  the  1,396  births  registered  in  Wallsend  during  the  year, 
1,392,  or  99*7  per  cent.,  were  notified  under  the  Act;  100,  or  7'1 
per  cent,  of  the  notifications,  were  received  from  parents  or  other 
persons;  684,  or  49*1  per  cent.,  from  midwives;  and  608,  or  43*6 
per  cent.,  by  medical  practitioners.  38,  or  2*7  of  the  births,  were 
not  notified. 

In  no  known  instance  was  a  patient  attended  in  her  confine¬ 
ment  by  an  unregistered  midwife. 

The  matter  of  unqualified  midwifery  practice  has  received  its 
share  of  attention,  and  it  is  probable  that  the  warning  given  to 
certain  women  previously  found  to  be  carrying  on  such  work  has 
had  its  desired  effect. 

The  births  chosen  for  visitation  were  those  occurring  in  houses 
where  the  services  of  the  Health  Visitor  were  most  likely  to  be 
needed. 

Visits  were  made,  when  necessary,  to  midwives’  cases,  and  no 
visit  was  made  to  cases  attended  by  a  doctor  except  by  special 
request. 

Visits  were  usually  made  immediately  on  receipt  of  notification, 
and  infants  found  to  be  ailing  and  not  likely  to  thrive  were  visited 
at  frequent  intervals. 

Verbal  and  printed  instruction  was  given  in  infant  care  and 
management,  and  information  obtained  as  to  the  nature  of  feeding 
adopted  ;  the  state  of  health  and  progress  of  the  child  ;  the  family 
history  as  regards  previous  deaths  of  young  children  ;  the  type, 
accommodation  of  the  house,  and  the  number  and  ages  of  the 
occupants,  &c. 
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Account  was  also  taken  of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  house 
and  its  environments,  and  defects  remedied. 

A  summary  of  the  work  carried  out  under  the  Notification  of 
Births  Act  is  given  in  Table  VI. 

Until  the  early  part  of  August,  instruction  in  mothercraft  was 
given  once  a  week  by  the  Health  Visitor  to  certain  older  girls  in 
the  schools.  The  lessons  were  much  appreciated,  and  the  addition 
of  this  subject  to  the  school  curriculum  is  a  step  in  the  right 
direction.  Unfortunately,  the  classes  had  to  be  abandoned  owing 
to  the  absence  from  duty  of  the  Health  Visitor. 

The  principal  causes  of  mortality  among  infants  during  the 
year  were  diarrhoea  and  enteritis,  respiratory  diseases,  and  develop¬ 
mental  and  wasting  diseases  (including  premature  birth). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  infant  deaths  and 
death-rates  per  1,000  births  from  the  causes  for  the  past  four 
years  : — 


1011. 

| 

1912. 

i 

1913. 

1914. 

No. 

Rate 

1 

1 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

No. 

Rate 

Diarrhoeal  Diseases . 

44 

34-1 

7 

5-2 

20 

15'5 

50 

35-6 

Respiratory  ,, 
Developmental  and  Wasting 

32 

24-8 

13 

9-6 

36 

28'0 

29 

207 

Diseases 

56 

43-4 

72 

532 

52 

40-4 

54 

38-4 

Epidemic  Enteritis. 

Epidemic  diarrhoea  alone  caused  50  deaths  among  infants 
during  the  year.  It  accounts  largely  for  the  annual  fluctuation  in 
the  infantile  mortality  rate  ;  and  though  bacterial  in  origin,  the 
prevalence  of  the  disease  mainly  depends  upon  a  hot  dry  season 
and  insanitary  conditions  in  and  around  the  home.  It  is  now 
regarded  as  a  filth  disease,  and  of  all  infantile  diseases  is  the  most 
easily  preventible. 

During  the  summer  months,  special  attention  was  devoted  to 
the  prevention  of  unnecessary  accumulation  of  manure  in  the 
vicinity  of  dwelling  houses,  and  additional  scavenging  undertaken 
where  necessary. 

As  in  enteric  fever,  the  prevalence  of  epidemic  diarrhoea  in  a 
district  is  very  largely  influenced  by  the  type  of  closet  in  use,  and 
the  work  of  converting  ashpit  privies  into  water  closets  should 
therefore  be  extended  so  as  to  include  all  forms  of  closet  of  the 
conservancy  type. 

Prior  to  the  expected  appearance  of  the  disease,  the  homes  in 
the  poor  parts  of  the  Borough  where  a  birth  had  taken  place  during 
the  previous  twelve  months  were  visited  by  the  Health  Visitor! 
Special  stress  was  laid  on  methods  of  feeding  and  management  and 
the  storing  of  milk  and  other  foods  in  the  dwelling. 
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Respiratory  Diseases* 

29,  or  1 5*7  per  cent,  of  the  total  infant  deaths,  were  due  to 
bronchitis  and  pneumonia,  the  incidence  in  each  quarter  being  as 
follows : — 


1st  Quarter. 

2nd  Quarter. 

3rd  Quarter. 

4th  Quarter. 

Totals. 

Bronchitis  ... 

7 

3 

3 

2 

15 

Pneumonia  . . . 

8 

2 

2 

2 

14 

Total 

15 

5 

5 

4 

29 

Developmental  and  Wasting  Diseases. 

These  diseases,  which  include  premature  birth,  congenital 
defects,  atrophy,  debility  and  marasmus,  caused  54  deaths,  or  29*3 
per  cent,  of  the  total  infant  deaths,  as  compared  with  52,  or  33*7 
per  cent.,  in  the  preceding  year. 

For  the  most  part,  these  causes  of  death  manifest  themselves 
at  birth,  and  depend  on  unsatisfactory  ante-natal  conditions. 

As  will  be  seen  from  Table  IV.,  the  fatality  is  highest  at  birth 
and  during  the  first  days  and  weeks  of  life,  thereafter  falling  from 
week  to  week  until  they  reach  smaller  and  smaller  proportions  in 
the  second  and  third  months,  and  practically  become  insignificant 
at  the  end  of  the  sixth  month. 

,  >  .*•  •  *•  ••• 

The  factors  operating  in  the  causation  of  infant  mortality  in 
the  Borough  are  in  evidence  in  most  parts  of  the  country. 

They  have  been  frequently  brought  to  your  notice  in  annual 
and  monthly  reports,  and  need  not  therefore  be  repeated. 

By  the  adoption  of  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  and  the 
appointment  of  a  Health  Visitor,  the  Town  Council  took  the 
primary  step  in  prevention  of  infant  mortality,  and  with  good 
results. 

This,  however,  is  not  far-reaching  enough,  and  the  measures 
which  remain  to  be  adopted  are  indicated  in  the  Circular  and 
Memorandum  of  the  Local  Government  Board  dated  30th  July, 
1914,  reprinted  later  in  the  report.  The  recommendations  con¬ 
tained  therein  are  at  the  moment  under  the  consideration  of  the 
Sanitary  Committee,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  work  now  being  done 
to  prevent  wastage  of  infant  lives  will  be  considerably  extended  in 
the  future. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  arrangements  have  been  made  by 
the  Board  for  payment  of  grants  in  aid  of  the  expenditure  of  Local 
Authorities  in  respect  of  infant  and  child  welfare  work. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

On  April  1st,  1914,  by  General  Order  of  the  Local  Government 
Board,  ophthalmia  neonatorum  was  made  a  notifiable  disease. 
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The  Order  prescribes  that  every  case  of  the  disease  occurring 
in  the  practice  of  a  medical  practitioner  and  certified  midwife  shall 
be  notified  forthwith  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  The  form 
of  notification  shall  contain,  in  addition  to  information  required  by 
the  Infectious  Disease  (Notification)  Act,  1889,  particulars  as  to 
the  date  of  birth  of  the  child,  the  name  and  address  of  the  parent 
or  other  person  in  charge  of  the  child,  and  the  date  of  onset  of  the 
illness. 

The  expression  “  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  ”  means  a  purulent 
discharge  from  the  eyes  of  an  infant  commencing  within  21  days 
from  the  date  of  its  birth. 

In  the  Circular  accompanying  the  Order  the  Board  state  : — 

“  The  Board  are  advised  that  general  notification  of  the 
“  disease  is  desirable.  A  large  proportion  of  the  blindness 
“  contracted  in  childhood  is  due  to  the  neglect  of  proper 
“  precautions  against  the  disease,  and,  in  the  Board’s 
“  view,  it  is  important  that  Medical  Officers  of  Health 
“  should  have  early  notification  of  all  cases.” 

During  the  year,  eight  notifications  were  received — seven  from 
medical  practitioners  and  one  from  a  midwife.  All  the  cases  were 
supervised  by  the  Health  Visitor.  Proper  precautions  were  taken 
in  each  instance,  and  all  recovered. 


E.— VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population. 

The  population  of  the  Borough  at  the  middle  of  the  year  was 
estimated  to  be  44,570,  or  an  increase  of  3,227  over  the  Census 
population  of  1911. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population,  or  in  other  words,  the 
excess  of  births  over  deaths,  was  781,  as  compared  with  628  in  the 
preceding  year. 


Population  of  each  Ward. 


Ward. 

Population 
at  middle 
of  1914. 

Northumberland  ... 

Wallsend... 

Carville  ... 

Buddie 

Holy  Cross 

Hadrian  ... 

Willington 

Willington  Quay  ... 

Howdon  ... 

3,530 

4,371 

6,181 

6,654 

5,896 

5,114 

2,652 

4,632 

5,540 

Totals  ... 

44,570 
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Area  and  Population  of  each  Ward. 

The  total  area  of  the  Borough  is  3,543,993  acres.  The  density 
of  the  population,  or  the  number  of  persons  per  acre  in  the  whole 
district  and  in  each  Ward,  was  as  follows  : — 


Ward. 

Area  in 
Acres. 

Estimated 
Population  at 
middle  of 
year,  1914. 

Density  of 
Population. 

Northumberland 

356*374 

3,530 

9*9 

Wallsend 

262*718 

4,371 

16’6 

Carville 

79*280 

6,181 

77*9 

Buddie 

687*799 

6,654 

9*6 

Holy  Cross 

369*400 

5,896 

15*9 

Hadrian 

296*875 

5,114 

17*2 

Willing-ton 

1,127*187 

2,652 

2'3 

Willinffton  Quay 

182*730 

4,632 

25  3 

Howdou 

181*630 

5,540 

30-5 

Totals 

3,543*993 

44.570 

125 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
8,825,  giving  an  inhabited  house  rate  of  five. 

The  following  statement  shows  the  birth-rate,  death-rate,  and 
infant  mortality-rate  in  England  and  Wales  and  in  certain  parts  of 
the  country,  including  the  Borough  of  Wallsend,  for  the  year 
1914  : — 


Annual  rate  per  1,000  living 

Deaths 
under  1  yr. 
to  1,000 
Births. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Crude. 

Stan¬ 

dardized 

England  and  Wales 

236 

13-9 

136 

105 

97  Great  Towns,  including  London  ... 

249 

146 

14-9 

113 

145  Smaller  Towns 

236 

128 

12  9 

104 

England  and  Wales  less  the  242 

Towns 

21  9 

133 

12  2 

93 

London 

246 

144 

144 

103 

Borough  of  Wallsend  ... 

31-4 

13*9 

14*4 

131 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  Borough  was  530,  or 
41  less  than  than  in  the  previous  year. 

Before  arriving  at  the  total  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the 
district,  it  is  necessary  to  make  certain  corrections  regarding  (a) 
“  Inward  transfers,”  that  is,  deaths  of  persons  belonging  to,  but 
registered  in  districts  without  the  Borough,  and  ( b )  “  Outward 
transfers,”  or  deaths  of  persons  not  belonging  to,  but  registered 
within  the  Borough.  The  “  inward  transfers  ”  numbered  96. 
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These  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  institutions  or  places, 
the  causes  of  death  being  set  out  in  Table  V.  : — 


Deaths  of  Residents  Not  Registered  in  the  Borough. 


Institution  or  District. 

Total 

Deaths. 

| 

Union  Workhouse,  Tynemouth 

30 

Northumberland  County  Asylum 

8 

Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle 

26 

Fleming  Memorial  Hospital 

12 

Lying-in  Hospital,  Newcastle 

Workhouse  Hospital,  Newcastle 

1 

City  of  Newcastle 

8 

Workhouse  Hospital,  Gateshead 

1 

Borough  of  Gateshead 

1 

Jubilee  Infirmary,  Tynemouth 

1 

St.  Joseph’s  Home,  Newcastle 

1 

Gosforth  U.D. 

1 

Royal  Albert  Institution,  Lancaster... 

1 

Graving  Dock,  Liverpool  ... 

1 

Northern  General  Hospital,  Lincoln 

1 

City  of  London 

1 

Total 

96 

I 

There  were  three  “  outward  transfers.” 

To  determine  the  actual  number  of  deaths  of  residents,  the 
inward  transfers  must  be  added  to,  and  the  outward  transfers 
deducted  from,  the  number  of  deaths  registered  within  the 
Borough. 

The  resultant  figure,  which  is  623 — 326  males  and  297 
females — is  equal  to  an  uncorrected  death-rate  of  13*9  per  1,000  of 
the  population,  as  compared  with  15*1  in  the  preceding  year. 

In  comparing  the  death-rate  with  other  towns,  and  with 
England  and  Wales,  the  age  and  sex  constitution  of  the  population 
has  to  be  taken  into  account.  For  instance,  the  average  age  at 
death  of  females  is  greater  than  that  of  males,  and  in  comparing 
the  death-rates  of  any  two  towns  the  one  containing  a  preponder¬ 
ance  of  women  would  show  a  corresponding  low  death-rate,  other 
things  being  equal. 

Of  more  importance  is  the  age  distribution  of  the  population. 
The  tendency  to  death  is  greatest  among  persons  living  at  the 
extremes  of  life,  i.e.,  among  infants  and  old  people,  and  a  district 
containing  a  large  proportion  of  persons  at  the  extremes  of  life 
would  therefore  have  a  correspondingly  high  death-rate,  other 
things  being  equal.  To  overcome  these  discrepancies  a  “  factor  for 
correction  ”  must  be  obtained  from  the  “  Standard  ”  death-rate. 

The  factor  for  correction  for  Wallsend  is  F0425.  The 
recorded  death-rate  is  multiplied  by  the  factor  for  correction,  the 
resulting  figure  giving  the  “  corrected  ”  death-rate  of  14*4  per  1,000 
of  the  population. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  deaths  and  death-rates  in  the 
respective  Wards  for  the  last  three  years : — 


Deaths  and  Death-Rates  in  each  Ward. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000 
Population. 


1912. 


1913. 


1914. 


Ward. 


Northumberland 
Wallsend . . . 
Carville  . . . 

B  uddle 
Holy  Cross 
Hadrian  . . . 
Willington 
Willington  Quay 
Howdon  ... 


Borough  of  Wallsend 


Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

50 

145 

62 

47 

111 

72 

80 

134 

105 

71 

111 

69 

84 

14  8 

88 

61 

12  4 

61 

31 

12  4 

42 

67 

15  2 

74 

69 

12-8 

86 

560 

130 

659 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

17-8 

57 

161 

16-8 

56 

128 

17-3 

104 

16-8 

106 

60 

91 

15  1 

82 

13  9 

121 

72 

140 

161 

37 

13-9 

16  5 

86 

18-6 

15-9 

69 

124 

151 

623 

139 

Chief  Causes  of  Death. 

The  annexed  table  denotes  the  chief  causes  of  death,  the 
corresponding  mortality  rates  for  1914,  and  the  two  previous 
years : — 
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Chief  Causes  of  Death. 


Deaths  and  Death  Rates  per  1,000  population. 


Causes  of  Death. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Enteric  Fever . 

3 

•06 

6 

•14 

1 

•02 

Measles  . . . 

14 

*32 

25 

•57 

6 

•13 

Scarlet  Fever  . 

3 

•06 

0 

•00 

1.0: 

•22 

Whooping  Cough  . 

7 

•16 

17 

•39 

17 

t  -38 

Diphtheria  . 

12 

•27 

4 

•08 

9 

•20 

Erysipelas  . . 

4 

•09 

1 

•02 

1 

H  -02 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  . 

41 

•95 

32 

•73 

46. 

/ 1-03 

Tuberculous  Meningitis . . 

15 

•34 

19 

•43 

14s 

/  -31 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  . 

16 

•37 

18 

•41 

16 

;i  35 

Cancer  . . . 

26 

•6 

44 

1-01 

25 

•56 

Bronchitis  . . 

56 

13 

55 

1*25 

47 

1-05 

Bioncho-Pneumonia  . 

20 

•46 

36 

•82 

20 

•44 

Pneumonia  . . . . 

21 

•49 

37 

•85 

32 

•71 

Other  Diseasesof  Respiratory  ( )rgans 

6 

•14 

2 

•04 

0 

•00 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis . 

13 

.  o 

o 

27 

•61 

5S 

1-30 

Nephritis . 

11 

•25 

16 

•36 

14 

•31 

Congenital  Malformations . 

4 

•09 

7 

•16 

5 

11 

Premature  Birth..... . 

37 

*86 

26 

•59 

24 

•54 

Congenital  Debility,  Atrophy  and 

25  , 

•56 

Marasmus  . 

33 

•76 

19 

•43 
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Births. 

The  registered  births  in  the  Borough  numbered  1,396,  equal  to 
a  birth-rate  of  31*3  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

In  addition,  the  Registrar-General  transferred  seven  births — 
four  males  and  three  females— belonging  to  Wallsend,  but  which 
had  occurred  in  other  districts.  As  the  transfer  of  these  births 
was  not  accompanied  by  the  home  addresses  of  the  parents,  they 
could  not  be  allocated  to  the  Wards  to  which  they  belong. 

The  figures  relating  to  birth-rates,  and  rates  of  infant  mortality 
in  the  various  Wards,  are  therefore  calculated  upon  the  number  of 
births  registered  in  the  district. 

Of  the  total  1,403  births  recorded,  697  were  males  and  706 
females.  The  births  recorded  were  equal  to  a  birth-rate  of  31*4 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  as  compared  with  29*7  in  1913  and  31*6 
in  1912. 

The  illegitimate  births  numbered  37 — 21  males  and  16 
females — the  number  being  equal  to  an  illegitimate  birth-rate  of 
*83  per  1,000  of  the  population,  or  a  ratio  of  26*3  to  every  1,000 
births. 

The  birth-rate  in  the  Municipal  Wards  was  highest  in 
Willington  Quay,  Carville,  Northumberland,  Wallsend,  and  Hadrian 
Wards,  and  lowest  in  Buddie  and  Howdon  Wards. 

The  births  and  birth-rates  in  the  respective  Wards  for  the  past 
three  years  are  appended  : — 

Births  and  Birth  Rates  in  each  Ward. 


Births  and  Birth  Rates  per  1,000 
Population. 

Ward. 

1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

N  umber. 

Rate. 

N  umber. 

Rate, 

Number. 

Rate. 

Northumberland 

• 

112 

32*6 

89 

257 

126 

35  4 

Wallsend 

138 

32-7 

139 

324 

140 

32  0 

Carville 

199 

335 

223 

36-7 

221 

35-7 

Buddie 

165 

25‘8 

138 

21  2 

159 

239 

Holy  Cross 

185 

322 

176 

30-2 

167 

28-3 

Hadrian 

121 

24*5 

141 

281 

150 

293 

Willington 

95 

36*7 

71 

27  2 

72 

27-5 

Willington  Quay 

172 

39  1 

135 

302 

209 

45' 1 

Howdon 

166 

30-8 

175 

3P9 

152 

27  4 

Borough  : 

(birth-rate  calculated 

upon  regist’r’d  births) 

1,353 

31  4 

1,287 

295 

1,396 

313 

Borough  : 

(birth-rate  calculated 

upon  nett  births) 

1,361 

31*6 

1,297 

297 

1,403 

314 
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Infant  Deaths  and  Infant  Mortality  Rates  in  each  Ward. 


1912. 

1913. 

1914. 

Ward. 

Deaths 

under 

Death 

Deaths 

under 

Death 

■ 

Deaths 

under 

Death 

Births 

rate  per 

1,000 

Births 

rate  per 
1,000 

Births 

rate  per 

I  ,ooo 

i  year. 

Births. 

r  year. 

Births. 

i  year. 

Births. 

N  orthu  mberland 

112 

9 

83-5 

89 

11 

123  6 

126 

11 

87-4 

Wallsend 

138 

12 

86-9 

139 

17 

122*3 

140 

17 

121-4 

Carville 

199 

22 

1105 

223 

28 

125*5 

221 

37 

162*9 

Buddie 

165 

10 

606 

138 

11 

79*6 

159 

17 

1069 

Holv  Cross 

185 

19 

102*7 

176 

26 

147*7 

167 

16 

95-8 

Hadrian 

121 

14 

115  7 

141 

15 

106*4 

150 

26 

1733 

Willington 

95 

10 

105*2 

71 

7 

986 

72 

15 

208-3 

Willington  Quay 

172 

12 

69-7 

135 

14 

103*7 

209 

24 

114-8 

Howdon 

166 

20 

120*5 

175 

25 

142*8 

152 

21 

138-1 

Borough  : 

(death-rate  calcu- 

lated  upon 
registered  births) 

1,353 

128 

94*6 

1,287 

154 

119*5 

1,396 

184 

1318 

Borough  : 

(death-rate  calcu¬ 
lated  upon 
nett  births) 

1,361 

128 

940 

1,297 

154 

118-7 

1,403 

184 

131*1 

Infantile  Mortality. 

The  rate  of  infant  mortality  measured  by  the  proportion  of 
deaths  of  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  to  1,000  nett  births 
corresponded  to  13T1,  as  compared  with  119*5  in  the  previous 
year. 

The  Wards  with  the  highest  infant  death-rates  were  Willing- 
ton,  Hadrian,  Carville,  and  Howdon  in  the  order  named. 

The  lowest  infant  death-rates  were  recorded  in  the  Holy  Cross 
and  Buddie  Wards. 

The  percentage  of  infant  deaths  to  death  at  all  ages  was  33*8, 
as  compared  with  a  percentage  of  23*3  last  year,  and  the  infant 
death-rate  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  population  was  4*1  against 
3*5  in  1913. 

No  less  than  45,  or  24*4  per  cent.,  of  the  total  infants  deaths 
took  place  during  the  first  weeks  of  life  ;  25,  or  13*5  per  cent.,  died 
at  ages  between  one  and  four  weeks,  together  making  a  total  of  70 
deaths  of  infants  within  the  first  four  weeks  of  life,  or  38  per  cent, 
of  the  total  infant  mortality. 

Over  one-half  (51*6  per  cent.)  of  the  infant  deaths  occurred 
before  the  children  reached  the  age  of  three  months. 

Nearly  one-third  of  the  total  number  of  deaths  were  due  to 
congenital  debility,  atrophy,  premature  birth,  and  congenital 
malformations,  and  55*5  per  cent,  of  these  occurred  within  the  first 
week  of  life. 
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The  following  table  gives  a  summary  of  the  relative  circum¬ 
stances  of  each  Ward  in  relation  to  infant  mortality: 


Wards, 

Population. 

Number  of 

Houses. 

Average  number 

of  persons  per 

House. 

'-4-H 

O 

Sh  cc 

CD  ^ 

»*h  •  pH 

Birth-rates 

per  1,000 

population. 

Number  of 

Infant  Deaths. 

Infantile 

mortality  pel- 

1, 000  Births. 

Northumberland  ... 

3,530 

858 

4-1 

126 

35-4 

11 

87*4 

Wallsend  ... 

4,371 

855 

5-1 

140 

32-0 

17 

121-4 

Carville 

6.181 

1.135 

54 

221 

35-7 

37 

162-9 

Buddie 

6,654 

1,181 

5*6 

159 

23-9 

17 

106-9 

Holy  Cross... 

5,  S96 

1.165 

5-0 

167 

28-3 

16 

95-8 

Hadrian 

5,114 

960 

5-3 

150 

29-3 

26 

173-3 

Willington  ... 

2,653 

553 

4-8 

72 

27-5 

15 

208-3 

Willington  Quay  ... 

4,632 

1,084 

4-2 

209 

45-1 

24 

114-8 

Howdon 

5,540 

1,034 

5-3 

152 

27-4 

21 

138-1 

Borough 

44,570 

8.825 

5-0 

1  396 

31-3 

184 

131-8 

Zymotic  Death-Rate. 

The  so-called  zymotie  death-rate  is  calculated  upon  the  deaths 
per  1,000  of  the  population,  which  occur  from  the  following  seven 
common  epidemic  diseases: — Small-pox,  scarlet  fever,  diphtheria, 
enteric  fever,  measles,  whooping  cough,  and  epidemic  diarrhoea 
among  children  under  two  years  of  age. 

The  deaths  from  these  diseases,  which  occurred  in  the 
respective  Wards,  together  with  the  corresponding  death-rates,  are 
set  out  in  Table  IX. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  zymotic  diseases  exceeds  by 
14  that  recorded  in  the  previous  year,  the  increase  being  attributable 
to  diarrhoea,  scarlet  fever,  and  diphtheria,  of  which  there  were  50, 
10,  and  9  deaths  respectively. 

A  saving  was  shown  in  deaths  from  enteric  fever  and  measles, 
only  one  death  having  occurred  from  the  former  and  six  from  the 
latter  disease. 

F—  ASSISTANCE  GIVEN  BY  THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
DEPARTMENT  TO  THE  MILITARY 

At  the  end  of  the  year  troops  were  stationed  in  three  billets  in 
the  Borough,  viz.,  Richardson- Dees  Council  School,  Simpson’s 
Hotel,  and  the  Skating  Rink. 

On  10th  September,  1914,  the  Board  issued  to  all  Medical 
Officers  of  Health  a  circular  letter  setting  out  the  following 
t  points  :■ — 

“  (1)  That  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  place  himself  in  com¬ 
munication  with  the  local  military  medical  authorities  offering  his 
services, 
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“  (2)  That  each  Medical  Officer  of  Health  should  give  information  and 
assistance  to  military  sanitary  officers  as  to  (a)  water  supplies, 
(b)  disposal  of  refuse,  (c)  drainage  and  conservancy  arrangements, 
(d)  control  of  infectious  diseases,  &c. 

“  (3)  That  the  assistance  of  the  Sanitary  and  Cleansing  Inspector  should 
be  secured. 

“  (4)  The  importance  of  a  system  of  inter-notification  of  infectious 
diseases  both  by  military  and  civil  sanitary  officers  was  pointed 
out. 

“  (5)  The  value  of  anti-typhoid  inoculation  was  indicated. 

“  (6)  The  probable  need  for  increased  hospital  accommodation  for 
small-pox  and  enteric  fever  was  emphasised. 

“(7)  The  services  of  the  medical  staff  of  the  Board  were  offered  to 
Medical  Officers  of  Health  for  consultation. 

“  As  regards  expenses  the  Board  do  not  consider  it  necessary  or  even 
“  desirable  that  all  items  of  expenditure  directly  or  indirectly  resulting  from 
*‘ saniti  ry  services  rendered  to  troops  should  be  separately  computed  and 
“made  the  subject  of  charges  to  military  authorities.  Oases  must,  however, 
“  arise  in  which  charges  have  to  be  made,  and  delay  may  occur  in  settling 
“  the  nature  and  amount  of  the  charge,  but  no  necessary  sanitary  work  should 
“  be  postponed  on  this  account.  The  Board  are  prepared  to  advise  Local 
“  Authorities  in  cases  of  difficulty  which  arise  under  this  head.” 

Since  the  billets  were  opened  the  civil  and  military  authorities 
have  worked  in  closest  co-operation  in  preventing  the  spread  of 
disease  and  in  removing  conditions  favourable  to  the  spread  of 
disease. 

Frequent  visits  of  inspection  have  been  made  to  these 
premises,  and  defects  made  known  to  the  Commanding  Officer. 

The  several  ways  in  which  assistance  has  been  given  to  the 
military  authorities  by  the  staff  of  the  Department  are  briefly  as 
follows : — 

(a )  Provision  of  latrines ,  lavatory  accommodation ,  and  dry- 
refuse  receptacles. 

The  Skating  Rink. 

Privy  accommodation — Latrines  erected  and  24  sanitary  pails 
provided. 

Lavatory  accommodation—Water  supply  and  24  hand  basins 
provided. 

Richardson-Dees  School. 

Twelve  urine  receptacles  provided. 

* 

The  scavenging  of  the  billets  is  undertaken  by  the  Department, 
and  attention  has  been  given  to  many  minor  matters,  such  as 
stoppages  in  the  drains  and  trough  closets. 

(b)  Control  of  infectious  diseases. 

On  October  22nd,  1914,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  received 
intimation  of  the  prevalence  of  sore  throats  among  the  troops  at 
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the  Richardson- Dees  School.  A  visit  to  the  billet  resulted  in  the 
discovery  of  three  cases  of  diphtheria,  which  were  immediately 
removed  to  hospital.  The  usual  precautionary  measures  were 
adopted,  and  the  whole  of  the  men  kept  under  supervision  for 
several  days,  and  fortunately  no  extension  of  the  disease  took 
place. 

At  the  request  of  the  military  authority,  houses  in  which 
infectious  disease  has  occurred  are  marked  by  large  red  letters — S 
for  scarlet  fever,  D  for  diphtheria,  and  E  for  enteric  fever. 

Soldiers  are  forbidden  to  enter  marked  houses. 

Weekly  lists  specifying  the  number  and  nature  of  notifications 
of  infectious  disease  received  are  sent  to  the  military  authority. 

Arrangements  have  been  made  for  the  disinfection  of  blankets 
belonging  to  troops  stationed  in  the  town  and  neighbouring  districts, 
and  altogether  about  1,200  blankets  have  been  dealt  with.  This 
work  is  carried  out  at  the  Infectious  Diseases  Hospital. 

In  addition  to  work  undertaken  by  the  Department,  the 
Council  have  considered  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  troops  in 
allowing  the  Swimming  Bath  to  remain  open  for  their  use  during 
the  winter  months. 

The  available  hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious 
disease  occurring  among  the  troops  is  at  present  very  limited. 

In  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  it  is  inadvisable  to  use  the  Small¬ 
pox  Hospital  for  this  purpose,  and  the  extensions  at  the  ordinary 
Infectious  Diseases  Hospital  are  to  be  carried  out  as  expeditiously 
as  possible,  and  it  is  expected  the  additional  accommodation  will 
then  be  sufficient  to  meet  all  requirements  of  the  near  future. 


G.—ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1914. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Sanitary  Committee 

of  the  Borough  of  W all  send. 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Tenth  Annual  Report 
upon  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ending 
December  31st,  1914. 

The  district  has  been  systematically  inspected  for  the  abate¬ 
ment  of  nuisances.  In  no  case  was  it  necessary  to  resort  to  legal 
proceedings  for  their  abatement. 

The  inspection  of  houses  to  which  the  provisions  of  Section 
14  and  15  of  the  Housing  and  Town  Planning  Act,  1909,  applied 
has  received  special  attention. 

Since  the  outbreak  of  war,  troops  have  been  quartered  in  the 
Borough,  and  many  extra  duties  arising  from  their  presence  have 
devolved  upon  your  Inspectors. 


I  have  pleasure  in  again  expressing  my  appreciation  of  the 
work  done  by  Mr.  McKellar  and  Mr.  Davidson,  Assistant  Inspectors. 

I  am, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

WILLIAM  JOHNSON, 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 


GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK. 

During  the  period  under  review,  1  ,(325  Informal  Notices  for 
the  abatement  of  nuisances  were  served. 

Seventy-eight  Statutory  Notices  were  served  in  accordance 
with  the  instructions  of  the  Town  Council  for  the  abatement  of 
nuisances,  &c.,  and  were  in  all  cases  complied  without  having  to 
institute  legal  proceedings. 


HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  ACT,  &c.,  ACT,  1909. 

THE  HOUSING  (INSPECTION  OF  DISTRICT) 
REGULATIONS,  1910. 

During  the  year,  1,543  dwelling  houses  have  been  inspected 
under  the  provisions  of  Sections  14  and  15. 

The  systematic  inspection  of  houses  to  which  the  Regulations 
apply  has,  in  accordance  with  the  expressed  wishes  of  the  Local 
Government  Board,  been  accelerated,  with  the  object  of  completing 
the  inspection  of  the  whole  district  during  the  present  year. 

SMOKE  DISCHARGES. 

There  has  been  a  considerable  diminution  in  the  quantity  of 
black  smoke  emitted  from  the  factory  chimneys  in  the  district, 
owing  to  the  increased  use  of  electrical  power. 

A  smoke  nuisance  at  the  Wire  Rope  Works,  Willington  Quay, 
was  reported,  and  the  chimney  heightened. 

At  the  end  of  the  period  under  review  the  work  of  converting 
56  privy  ashpits  into  water  closets  at  properties  situated  in  the 
Willington  Quay  and  Howdon  Wards  has  been  undertaken  by  the 
Town  Council. 

GRIT  NUISANCES. 

During  the  early  months  of  the  year,  a  nuisance  caused  by  the 
emission  of  grit  from  a  factory  in  the  district  received  the  attention 
of  the  Town  Council  and  the  sanitary  officials. 

Daily  observations  were  made.  As  a  result  of  representation 
made  to  the  owners  of  the  factory  concerned,  steps  were  taken  to 
abate  this  nuisance. 
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PRIVY  ACCOMMODATION  AND  CONVERSION 

OF  ASHPITS. 

Number  of  Privy  Ashpits  in  the  district  ...  ...  183 

Number  of  Box  Closets  in  the  district  ...  ...  6,116 

Number  of  Slop  Closets  in  the  district  ...  ...  0 

Number  of  Water  Closets  in  the  district  ...  ...  1,310 

Number  of  Privy  Ashpits  removed  during  the  year  60 
Number  of  Box  Closets  removed  during  the  year...  15 

Number  of  Water  Closets  substituted  ...  ...  74 

Number  of  Ash  Receptacles  substituted  .  ...  76 


Situation  of  Premises  where  Privy  Ashpits  and  Box  Closets 

HAVE  BEEN  DEMOLISHED  AND  WATER  CLOSETS 

Substituted. 


32  and  33,  Rosehill  Terrace — 1  ashpit  demolished. 
10,  Potter  Street — 5  box  closets  demolished. 

10  and  11,  Rosehill  Terrace-  -1  ashpit  demolished. 
10,  Rosehill  Road — 4  ashpit  demolished. 


6,  John  Street. 

8,  John  Street. 

10,  John  Street. 

4/4b,  Headlam  Street. 
6/6b,  Headlam  Street. 
8/8b,  Headlam  Street. 
10/12,  Headlam  Street 
14/16,  Headlam  Street. 
18/20,  Headlam  Street. 
22/24,  Headlam  Street. 
30/32,  Headlam  Street. 
38/40,  Headlam  Street. 
33/35,  Headlam  Street. 
37/39,  Headlam  Street. 
41/43,  Headlam  Street. 
32/34,  Hodgson  Street. 
36/38,  Hodgson  Street. 
40/42,  Hodgson  Street 
47,  Ravensworth  Street. 
49,  Ravensworth  Street. 
12,  Western  Road. 

14,  Western  Road. 

15,  Western  Road 

16,  Western  Road. 

17,  Western  Road. 

1,  Philipson  Street. 

8,  Philipson  Street. 

16,  Philipson  Street. 
10/11,  Rosehill  Road. 


12/13,  Rosehill  Road. 
14/15,  Rosehill  Road. 
16/17,  Rosehill  Road. 

38,  Potter  Street. 

39,  Potter  Street. 

5/6,  Hill  Street. 

7,  Hill  Street. 

62/63,  Palmer’s  Terrace. 
60/61,  Palmer’s  Terrace. 
21,  Palmer’s  Terrace. 

23,  Palmer’s  Terrace. 
67/69,  George  Street. 
71/73,  George  Street. 
19/21,  George  Street. 
46/48,  George  Street. 
50/52,  George  Street. 
54/56,  George  Street. 
58/60,  George  Street. 
62/64,  George  Street. 
64/66,  George  Street. 
68/70,  George  Street. 
70/72,  George  Street. 
74/76,  George  Street. 
76/78,  George  Street. 
28/29,  Norman  Terrace. 
30/31,  Norman  Terrace. 
32,  Norman  Terrace. 

34,  Norman  Terrace. 


The  60  privy  ashpits  converted  into  water  closets  were 
situated  in  the  Willington  Quay  and  Howdon  Wards.  The  owners 
of  houses  with  privy  ashpits  situated  in  the  Willington  Ward  are 
being  served  with  notices  under  Section  39,  Public  Health  Act, 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  to  provide  water  closets.  The  other  privy 
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ashpits  in  the  Borough  are  situated  at  Bigges  Main  and  Willington 
Square,  and  will  be  demolished  as  these  houses  are  vacated  by  the 
occupiers  in  accordance  with  arrangements  made  by  the  Town 
Council  with  the  owners. 

In  connection  with  the  work  of  converting  privy  ashpits  into 
water  closets  the  provision  on  an  intercepting  trap  and  access 
chamber  is  not  now  required.  Drains  from  such  water  closets  are 
connected  direct  to  the  sewer. 

DRAINS. 

Drains  at  the  following  new  houses  were  tested  and  approved  : 


Park  Road  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  2 

The  Crescent ...  ...  ...  ...  •  ••  2 

Rising  Sun  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  lb 

Edward  Pit  ..  ...  ...  •••  •••  10 

Rising  Sun  Farm  ...  ...  •••  •••  2 

North  View  ...  ...  •••  ...  •••  2 

Station  Road...  ...  ...  •••  •••  10 

Swan  and  Hunter’s  Institute  ...  ...  1 

Tynemouth  Road  ...  ...  •••  ...  1 

Grange  Villas...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 
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Three  cottages  erected  at  the  Rising  Sun  Farm  were  provided 
with  box  closets.  The  drainage  from  these  houses  is  subjected  to 
treatment  in  a  septic  tank  and  filter  tank.  The  effluent  is 
discharged  into  a  water-way. 

RISING  SUN  NEW  HOUSES. 

Twelve  self-contained  houses  erected  by  the  Wallsend  and 
Hebburn  Coal  Company,  Limited,  were  fitted  with  temporary  box 
closets  pending  the  construction  of  a  proper  sewer.  A  cesspool 
was  also  constructed  for  the  disposal  of  drainage  from  these  houses 
and  regularly  cleansed  by  the  Town  Council.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  the  sewer  was  completed  and  water  closets  fitted  to  these 
houses. 

REMOVAL  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  REFUSE. 

During  the  year,  15,572  tons  of  towns’  refuse  have  been  barged 
to  sea  from  the  west  part  of  the  district.  7,304  tons  from  other 
parts  of  the  district  have  been  deposited  on  a  land  tip  near 
Howdon  Railway  Station. 

Ashpits  and  box  closets  are  cleansed  during  the  night,  with 
the  exception  of  ashpits  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  district. 

Dry  ash  receptacles  are  emptied  during  the  day,  and  as  often 
as  required.  This  work  has  been  carried  out  in  a  very  satisfactory 

manner. 
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Horses  and  carts  are  employed  on  this  work. 

Tons. 

House  Refuse  barged  to  sea  ...  ...  15,572 

House  Refuse  deposited  on  land  tips  ...  8,064 


Total 

•  •  •  •  • 

23,636 

Cost  of  House  Refuse  removal 

...  £3,452 

6 

4 

Cost  of  House  Refuse  disposal 

845 

7 

8 

Total 

...  £4,297 

14 

0 

This  includes  loan  repayments  for  stable,  horses  and  car 
hopper. 

Yearly  cost  of  removal  of  house  refuse 

per  house 

Yearly  cost  of  disposal  of  house 

...  £0 
refuse 

7 

9| 

per  house 

...  0 

1 

10i 

Total 

...  £0 

9 

8 

Weekly  cost  per  house 

...  0 

0 

9-3 

Cost  per  ton 

...  0 

3 

71 

J  2 

The  increased  cost  of  removing  ashpit  refuse  is  due  to 
purchase  of  new  horses,  repairs  to  hopper,  and  alterations  to 
stables. 

TRADE  REFUSE. 


Trade  refuse  is  collected  twice  weekly,  at  the  cost  of  the  shop¬ 
keepers,  on  Tuesday  and  Fridays.  During  the  summer  months  a 
special  collection  of  butchers’  and  fishmongers’  refuse  is  made. 

Trade  refuse  is  destroyed  at  the  trade  refuse  furnace  at 
Willington  Quay.  Scrap  glass  and  tins  are  sorted  and  sold. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

Twenty-four  slaughterhouses  in  the  district  were  licensed  for  a 
period  of  twelve  months  Owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition  of 
a  slaughterhouse  at  Border  Road,  the  owners  were  informed  that 
an  objection  would  be  lodged  against  a  renewal  of  the  license. 
The  owner  obtained  suitable  premises  in  the  same  locality  for  the 
purpose  of  slaughtering,  and  these  were  licensed.  Slaughterhouses 
were  systematically  inspected  during  the  year,  and  special  attention 
given  to  the  inspection  of  all  meat  and  other  foods. 

6  carcases  affected  with  tuberculosis, 

2  fore-quarters  of  damaged  beef, 

4  carcases  of  pigs  affected  with  tuberculosis,  and 
2  carcases  of  pigs  found  dead  were  surrendered  and 
destroyed. 

Diseased  carcases  are  destroyed  at  Messrs.  Langdale’s 
Chemical  Manure  Works,  Byker.  Since  the  outbreak  of  war, 
owing  to  shortage  of  chilled  and  frozen  meat,  a  number  of  cows 
have  been  slaughtered  in  the  Borough. 
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The  following  is  a  list  of  foods  surrendered  and  destroyed 
during  the  year  : — 


MEAT. 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Carcases  of  Beef 

...  1 

14 

2 

0 

Beef  not  in  carcases 

...  0 

0 

5 

17 

Mutton  ... 

...  0 

0 

5 

24 

Sausage  ... 

...  0 

1  . 

6 

17 

Rabbits  ... 

...  0 

0 

7 

10 

Pork 

...  0 

0 

0 

14 

Poultry  ... 

...  0 

0 

0 

14 

Total — 2 

2 

0 

12 

PROVISIONS. 

Cwts. 

Qrs- 

Lbs. 

Cheese  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

6 

7 

Eggs  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

1 

21 

Milk 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

21 

0 

Meats  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

2 

21 

Bacon  ... 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

0 

3 

0 

Total- 

-12 

2 

21 

FRUIT. 

Tons.  Cwts. 

Ors. 

Lbs. 

Apples 

...  0 

16 

1 

0 

Oranges  ... 

...  0 

10 

1 

17 

Grapes 

...  o 

0 

6 

0 

Bananas  ... 

...  0 

0 

4 

24 

Pears 

...  0 

2 

0 

0 

Tomatoes 

...  0 

4 

3 

21 

Dates 

...  0 

1 

3 

3 

Gooseberries 

...  0 

0 

3 

21 

Strawberries 

...  0 

0 

0 

24 

Plums 

...  0 

3 

1 

14 

Cherries  ... 

...  0 

1 

2 

21 

Currants... 

...  0 

0 

2 

0 

Total— 2 

4 

3 

5 

VEGETABLES. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Ors. 

Lbs. 

Onions  ... 

...  o 

17 

1 

0 

Potatoes... 

...  0 

14 

1 

0 

Turnips  ... 

...  0 

6 

0 

0 

Carrots  ... 

...  o 

0 

4 

3 

Parsnips  ... 

...  0 

0 

2 

10 

Leeks 

...  o 

0 

5 

6 

Cabbage  ... 

0 

14 

5 

0 

Beet 

...  o 

0 

6 

0 

Cauliflowers 

...  o 

1 

0 

24 

Sprouts  ... 

...  0 

0 

7 

21 

Raddish  ... 

...  0 

0 

4 

0 

Melons  ... 

...  o 

1 

1 

14 

Peas 

...  0 

0 

1 

14 

Celery 

...  0 

0 

4 

14 

Lettuce  ... 

...  0 

0 

2 

14 

Vegetable  Marrows 

...  0 

2 

4 

21 

Total— 3 

8 

0 

1 
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FISH. 

Tons. 

Cwts. 

Ors. 

Lbs 

Herrings . . . 

.  0 

6 

0 

24 

Mackerel.. . 

.  ...  0 

0 

7 

20 

Sprats 

.  0 

0 

5 

14 

Soles 

.  0 

0 

2 

17 

Gurnets  ... 

.  0 

0 

0 

14 

Plaice 

.  0 

0 

4 

10 

Halibut  ... 

...  .  .  0 

0 

5 

3 

Skate 

. .  0 

0 

3 

14 

Cod 

.  0 

0 

6 

10 

Haddock ... 

.  0 

7 

5 

10 

Whitings. . . 

.  0 

1 

0 

21 

Ling 

.  0 

0 

4 

10 

Crabs 

.  ...  0 

0 

3 

3 

Prawns  ... 

.  0 

0 

7 

14 

Turbot 

.  0 

0 

4 

24 

Lobsters  ... 

.  0 

0 

4 

24 

Mussels  ... 

.  0 

l 

2 

14 

Shrimps  .. 

.  0 

0 

6 

10 

Bloaters  ... 

.  0 

0 

1 

17 

Total— 1 

14 

1 

21 

Fish  refuse — 40  tons  2  cwts.  3  qrs. 

Butchers’  refuse — 55  tons  14  cwts. 

There  are  23  colonial  shops  in  the  Borough. 

There  are  19  English  meat  shops  in  the  Borough. 

There  are  8  pork  shops  in  the  Borough. 

A  report  on  the  condition  of  one  slaughterhouse  will  be  con¬ 
sidered  by  the  Sanitary  Committee  at  an  early  date. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS. 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913,  a 
quarterly  inspection  of  cows  has  been  made  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  your  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Two  cows  were  dealt  with;  one  affected  with  generalised 
tuberculosis  was  slaughtered  and  destroyed. 

The  other,  on  being  slaughtered,  was  found  to  be  non- 
tubercular.  The  carcase  was  sold. 

Owing  to  the  war,  the  Tuberculosis  Order  of  1913  was 
suspended  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries. 


SWINE  FEVER. 

Suspected  outbreaks  of  swine  fever  were  reported  and 
investigated. 

Howdon  Dene  Piggeries  Case. — Four  pigs  were  found  dead. 
Cause  of  death  was  due  to  improper  feeding. 
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Two  pigs  were  also  slaughtered  by  the  Board’s  Inspector  at 
Bigges  Main. 

Two  cases  reported  of  pigs  found  dead.  Cause  of  death  due 
to  improper  feeding. 

Pig  reported  affected  with  swine  fever.  Found  to  be  affected 
with  urticaria.  Animal  recovered. 

In  all  cases  notices  required  under  Swine  Fever  Orders  were 
served  and  movement  of  animals  prohibited  until  piggeries  were 
declared  free  from  infection. 

Eight  carcases  of  pigs  were  disposed  of  in  accordance  with  the 


instructions  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture. 

Swine  brought  into  the  district  ...  ...  107 

Swine  sold  for  slaughter  ...  ...  ...  89 

Swine  removals  for  breeding  purposes  ...  19 

Swine  removals  in  district  ...  ...  •••  68 

Swine  removals  out  of  the  district  ...  ...  31 

Swine  brought  into  district  for  slaughter  ...  1,452 


PARASITIC  MANGE. 

Three  outbreaks  of  parasitic  mange  affecting  eight  horses  were 
notified,  and  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Parasitic  Mange  Order. 

The  following  orders  have  been  suspended  by  the  Board  of 
Agriculture  and  Fisheries  : — 

Date.  Title  of  Order. 

28  5  14 — The  American  Gooseberry  Mildew  (Fruit)  Order  of 

1914. 

5  6  14 — Sheep  Scab  Order  of  1914. 

5  6  14 — Sheep  (Double  Dipping)  Order  of  1914. 

23  6  14 — Tuberculosis  Order  of  1914. 

25  6  14 — Potatoes  (Corky  Scab)  Order  of  1914. 

7  8  14 — Swine  Fever  (Regulations  of  Movement)  Order  of 

1914. 

14  8  14 — Foreign  Hay  and  Straw  (Amendment)  Order  of 

1914. 

23  10  14 — Importation  of  Dogs  Order. 

MILKSHOPS. 

There  are  78  registered  milkshops  in  the  Borough.  These 
have  been  frequently  visited,  and  in  a  few  instances  the  occupiers 
have  been  warned  against  exposing  milk  to  contamination. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSE. 

The  common  lodging  house  situated  at  Benton  Way,  and 
which  provides  accommodation  for  40  lodgers,  has  been  regularly 
inspected  each  week.  Any  complaints  have  received  prompt 
attention  from  the  owners. 

SIMPSON’S  HOTEL. 

These  premises  provide  accommodation  for  300  lodgers,  and 
are  fitted  with  baths,  steam  laundry,  and  separate  cubicles  for 
each  lodger,  has  been  regularly  inspected. 
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The  removal  of  refuse  from  these  premises  has  been  under¬ 
taken  by  the  Town  Council. 


DRAINAGE,  1914. 


Length  in 

o 

Feet 

Visits. 

Secondary  Schools 

2,000 

...  100 

Co-operative  Laundry  ... 

89 

6 

Willington  Hotel  (Iron)  ... 

74 

8 

Grange  Villas  ... 

188 

10 

Robin  Hood  Hotel 

86 

8 

Eltringham’s  Shipyard  ... 

138 

10 

Harrison’s  Garage 

15 

4 

Tynemouth  Road 

34 

4 

Swan  and  Hunter’s  Institute 

116 

10 

Station  Road,  Willington  Quay 

240 

20 

Edward  Pit  Houses 

1,204 

50 

North  View 

120 

8 

Railway  Inn  (Iron) 

69 

20 

King’s  Road 

72 

10 

Rising  Sun  Farm  Cottages 

281 

12 

Rising  Sun  Pit  Houses  ... 

1,574 

96 

Totals 

6,231 

...  380 

Reconstructed  Drains. 

Headlam  Street 

30 

6 

Sixth  Street 

4 

2 

Social  Club 

22 

10 

101,  Park  Road  (Iron  Pipes) 

74 

6 

Black  Bull  Hotel,  Willington  Quay 

(Conversion)... 

104 

12 

Gladson  House  (Conversion) 

26 

...  8 

Totals 

260 

...  44 

New  drainage  work  is  carefully  supervised. 

The  practice  of 

meeting  builder  and  arranging  this  work  obviates  the  necessity  of 
condemning  work  done. 

All  drains  are  laid  in  concrete  and  subjected  to  a  hydraulic 
test  on  completion.  Soil  pipes  are  required  to  be  of  heavy  cast- 
iron  pattern,  with  lead  caulked  joints.  Outgoes  of  water  closet 
basins  are  connected  to  lead  soil  pipes,  with  approved  brass 
thimbles,  &c.  Access  chambers  are  rendered  water-tight  and 
self-cleansing  by  the  insertion  of  proper  f -channel  bends. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT. 


The  following  workshops  were  registered 
s  Name  and  Address. 

Messrs.  Wallace  Bros.,  Back  Park  Road 
Air.  Geo.  B.  Vanner,  82,  High  Street 
Messrs.  Adams  &  Cameron,  73,  High  Street. 
Messrs.  Soulsby  and  Stewart 
“  Philette,”  50,  High  Street  East... 

Mr.  C.  D.  Smith,  Potter  Street  ... 

Mr.  J.  Worthy,  Albert  Road 

Alessrs.  F.  Murphy  &  Co.,  7,  High  Street  W.. 


Trade. 

..Blacksmith. 

. .Cycle  Repairer. 
.  .Milliner. 

. .  Bakery. 
..Milliner. 

.  .Joiner. 

.  .Joiner. 
.Milliner. 
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Notices  were  received  from  His  Majesty’s  Inspector  of 
Factories  in  relation  to  the  following  premises,  and  received 
attention 

Mr.  R.  L.  Blackburn,  62,  High  Street  East — 

To  provide  intervening  ventilated  space  between  sanitary 
conveniences. 

Women’s  W.C.  to  be  lighted. 

Men’s  W.C.  to  have  separate  approach. 

Mr.  C.  D.  Smith,  Potter  Street,  Joiner — 

To  provide  sanitary  convenience  for  men. 

Mr.  J.  Worthy,  Albert  Road  and  Rosehill  Road,  Joiner — 

To  provide  sanitary  convenience  for  men. 

Messrs.  Carville  Engineering  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hadrian  Road — 

To  provide  suitable  sanitary  convenience  for  men. 

Messrs.  M.  W.  Swinburne  &  Co.,  Ltd.,  Hadrian  Roau — 

Partition  required  along  bench  of  sanitary  convenience. 


SUMMARY  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  FOR  THE 
ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 


Informal 

Notices. 

Statutory 

Notices. 

Complied 

with. 

Privy-ashpits,  to  substitute  water-closets 

(Section  39,  Public  Health  Amendment  Act, 

60 

60 

1907) 

. . . 

Box-closets,  to  substitute  water-closets 

(Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875) 

10 

5 

15 

Ashpits,  to  substitute  ash  receptacles 

1 

(Section  36,  Public  Health  Act,  1875) 

. . . 

1 

Water-closet  fittings  (basin,  etc.,  defective) 

8 

8 

Privy  buildings,  to  repair 

35 

... 

35 

Privy  seats,  to  repair 

17 

1 7 

Privy  cleansing  doors,  to  repair 

63 

1 

63 

Privv  overflowing  upon  back  streets 

51 

51 

Privy  buildings,  to  cleanse 

14 

'  1 

14 

Drains  defective,  to  repair  or  reconstruct 

63 

63 

Sink  waste-pipes,  to  repair  and  trap 

27 

2 

27 

Yard  surfaces,  to  repair  or  relay 

104 

5 

104 

Yard  surfaces,  to  cleanse... 

18 

18 

Houses  dirty,  to  cleanse  ... 

n 

i 

7 

Passages  and  staircases,  to  cleanse  and  limewash 

67 

67 

Roofs,  to  repair 

150 

150 

Passages  and  staircases,  to  repair  ... 

51 

51 

Spouting,  to  repair 

112 

112 

Floors,  to  repair  and  ventilate 

48 

48 

Ceilings,  to  repair 

44 

44 

Walls,  damp,  to  repair  ... 

72 

72 

Water  supply,  to  provide 

7 

7 

Overcrowding,  to  abate  ... 

58 

7 

Animals  improperly  kept 

12 

12 

Offensive  accumulations,  to  remove  ... 

67 

67 

Manure,  to  remove  periodically 

67 

1 

67 

Outhouses,  to  repair 

86 

86 

Windows,  to  repair  sash  cords,  etc.  ... 

96 

96 

lTard  walls,  to  repair  ...  ...  ... 

12 

2 

12 

Room  walls,  to  repair 

69 

69 

Scullery  sinks,  to  repair  .. . 

60 

60 

Garbage  on  Streets 

58 

58 

Limewash,  slaughter  houses 

42 

42 

Limewash,  cowsheds 

30 

30 

Totals 

1,625 

78 

1,640 

SUMMARY  OF  PRINCIPAL  INSPECTIONS  MADE. 


Reason  of  Inspection. 

Number  of 
Inspections. 

Dwelling- 

General  inspections 

7,300 

houses. 

House  Town  Planning  Act  Inspections 

1,543 

Overcrowding  of  dwellings 

174 

Dilapidated  houses,  etc. 

276 

Defective  paving  and  cementing  ... 

200 

Defective  yard  surfaces 

256 

Lime-washing  of  passages  and  staircases 

134 

Dilapidated  outhouses 

258 

Keeping  of  poultry  in  back-yards 

48 

Dirty  houses 

28 

Caravans 

160 

Sanitary 

Conversion  of  ashpits  into  water-closets 

240 

Conveniences. 

Conversion  of  cell-privies  into  water-closets... 
Conversion  of  dry  ashpits  into  Quine  Ash 

30 

receptacles 

4 

Overflowing  of  cell-privies 

102 

Defective  cell-privy  cleansing  doors 

189 

Defective  cell-priv}^  seats 

51 

Privy  buildings  to  repair 

105 

Drainage. 

New  houses,  drains  tested 

380 

Choked  drains 

Inspecting  and  testing  reconstruction  of 

189 

defective  drains  ... 

44 

Drains  tested  on  complaint 

120 

School  drainage 

100 

Defective  sink  waste  pipes,  gullies,  etc. 

348 

Offensive 

Pond  and  rubbish  burning,  etc.  ... 

145 

Deposits. 

Accumulation  of  manure,  etc. 

201 

Water  Supply. 

Absence  of  water  ...  ...  ... 

21 

Defective  fittings 

21 

Diseases  of 

Swine  fever,  movement  of  licenses 

314 

Animals  Act. 

Number  of  piggeries  ... 

48 

Visits  to  piggeries 

480 

Parasitic  mange 

36 

Registered 

Slaughter-houses 

1,248 

and  Licensed 

Cow  bvres  ... 

66 

Premises. 

Milk  purvepors 

4,368 

Common  lodging  house 

52 

Infectious 

Cases  removed  to  hospital 

515 

Diseases. 

Visits  re  disinfection  ... 

1,545 

Removing  bedding  to  disinfector  ... 

590 

Disinfection  of  rooms  ... 

90 

Schools  specially  disinfected 

26 

Number  of  houses  disinfected 

487 

Scarlet  fever 

367 

Diphtheria  ... 

67 

Enteric  fever 

13 

Phthisis 

40 

Factory  and 

Inspection  of  Avorkshops 

420 

Workshops  Act 

Workplaces 

360 

Totals 

23,312 

61 


HOME  OFFICE  TABLES. 


1.  Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

(Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspector). 


Premises. 

Number  of— 

Inspections. 

Written 

Notices. 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Factories  (including  Factory  Laundries) 

41 

3 

•  •  • 

Workshops  (including  Workshop  Laundries) 

142 

1 

... 

Workplaces  (other  than  outworkers’  premises 
included  in  Cart  3  of  this  Report 

25 

... 

... 

Total 

208 

4 

2.  Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector. 

of 

Prosecu¬ 

tions. 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts — 

W ant  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

Overcrowding  ...  ..: 

... 

Want  of  Drainage  of  Floors 

Other  Nuisances 

Sanitary  Accommodation — 

Insufficient 

5 

5 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 

1 

Not  separate  for  sexes  ... 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act- 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake¬ 
house  (s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements 
for  bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100) 

Other  Offences  (excluding  offences  relating 
to  outwork  which  are  included  in  Part 

3  of  this  Report) 

... 

... 

... 

Total 

7 

7 

0 

... 
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4.  Registered  Workshops. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


Number. 


Workshop  Bakehouses 
,,  Laundries 
Other  Workshops 


5 

41 


Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 


46 


5.  Other  Matters. 


Class. 


Number. 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act 

(s.  133) .  . 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector  as  remediable  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  but  not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  (s.  5) 

Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector  ... 

Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.  M.  Inspector 

Other 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101) — 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year  ... 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


5 

5 


Nil. 


H.- APPENDIX. 


Local  Government  Board, 

Whitehall,  S.W., 

30th  July,  1914. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


Sir, 

I  ain  directed  by  the  Local  Government  Board  to  state  that  an  estimate 
has  been  laid  before  Parliament  for  a  grant  to  be  distributed  by  the  Board  in 
aid  of  the  expenditure  of  local  authorities  and  voluntary  agencies  in  respect 
of  institutions  or  other  provision  for  maternity  and  child  welfare. 

This  grant,  if  voted  by  Parliament,  will  be  made  in  aid  of  expenditure 
in  respect  of  clinics,  dispensaries  or  other  institutions  primarily  concerned 
with  the  provision  of  medical  and  surgical  advice  and  treatment,  as  well  as  in 
respect  of  the  salaries  of  health  visitors  and  other  officers  engaged  for  this 
work. 
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The  Local  Government  Board  have  in  recent  years  devoted  considerable 
attention  to  questions  connected  with  infant  welfare,  and  they  have  observed 
with  much  satisfaction  that  efforts  have  been  made  by  many  local  authorities 
and  voluntary  agencies  to  deal  with  the  matter.  These  efforts  have  un¬ 
doubtedly  helped  to  secure  improved  conditions  for  children,  and  have  played 
an  important  part  in  the  campaign  for  the  reduction  of  infantile  mortality. 

It  is  evident  from  the  Reports  issued  by  the  Medical  Department  of  the 
Board  and  those  of  many  Medical  Officers  of  Health  that  more  extended  and 
systematic  measures  than  have  hitherto  been  generally  adopted  are  necessary, 
and  it  is  hoped  that  the  grant  of  assistance  from  the  Exchequer  will  stimulate 
those  local  authorities  who  have  not  yet  taken  action  to  give  the  matter  their 
earnest  consideration  and  will  encourage  those  already  engaged  in  work  to 
develop  it  still  further. 

Up  to  the  present  local  authorities,  in  their  infant  welfare  work,  have 
concerned  themselves  more  especially  with  the  child  in  its  first  year  of  life  ; 
the  matter  is,  however,  one  which  needs  to  be  dealt  with  on  a  more  compre¬ 
hensive  basis,  and  it  is  clearly  desirable  that  there  should  be  continuity  in 
dealing  with  the  whole  period  from  before  birth  until  the  time  when  the  child 
is  entered  upon  a  school  register,  i.e.,  the  register  of  a  public  elementary 
school,  nursery  school,  creche,  day  nursery,  school  for  mothers,  or  other 
school. 

Extension  of  the  existing  work  is  accordingly  needed  in  two  directions  ; 
on  the  one  hand  it  is  necessary  that  measures  should  be  taken  for  securing 
improved  ante-natal  and  natal  conditions,  and  on  the  other,  provision  should 
be  made  for  continuing  the  work  in  relation  to  children  beyond  the  first  year 
of  life. 

The  accompanying  memorandum,  which  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Board’s  Medical  Officer  with  a  view  to  assisting  the  formulation  of  schemes  or 
extending  the  work  already  undertaken,  sets  forth  in  outline  the  matters 
needing  consideration  in  the  preparation  of  a  comprehensive  scheme.  It  will 
be  seen  that  the  memorandum  contemplates  that  medical  advice  and,  where 
necessary,  treatment  should  be  continuously  and  systematically  available  for 
expectant  mothers  and  for  children  till  they  are  entered  on  a  school  register, 
and  that  arrangements  should  be  made  for  home  visitation  throughout  this 
period. 

The  work  of  home  visitation  is  one  to  which  the  Board  attach  very 
great  importance,  and  in  promoting  schemes  on  the  lines  laid  down  in  the 
accompanying  statement  the  first  step  should  be  the  appointment  of  an 
adequate  staff  of  Health  Visitors. 

It  will  be  desirable,  at  all  events  in  the  case  of  the  larger  urban 
authorities,  to  provide  consulation  centres  which  may  fitly  be  termed 
Maternity  Centres,  to  which  expectant  mothers  and  mothers  with  infants  and 
little  children  may  be  referred  for  advice  and  treatment ;  the  operation  of 
these  Maternity  Centres  will  be  rendered  most  effective  if  co-operation  is 
secured  with  the  midwives  of  the  district  and  with  any  local  hospital  having 
a  maternity  department.  » 

It  will  be  necessary  to  arrange  for  a  medical  officer  to  be  in  charge  of 
such  a  centre  and  for  the  attendance  at  the  centre  of  members  of  the  staff 
engaged  in  home  visiting.  Careful  records,  for  which  the  medical  officer 
should  be  responsible,  will  need  to  be  kept,  and  in  regard  to  children  the 
records  should  be  in  such  a  form  that  they  may  subsequently  be  available  for 
the  information  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  when  the  child  is  entered  at  a 
school. 

For  the  rural  and  smaller  urban  areas  the  Board  think  it  will  generally 
be  found  desirable  to  develop  a  county  organisation,  but  in  all  cases  the 
county  work  should  be  intimately  related  with  that  of  the  local  Sanitary 
Authority,  and  on  the  other  hand  any  work  separately  undertaken  by  a 
Sanitary  Authority  should  be  co-ordinated  with  the  county  scffeme. 

It  is  not.  expected  that  all  local  authorities  will  be  able  at  once  to 
initiate  complete  schemes,  but  it  is  important  that  any  partial  arrangements 
that  may  be  made  shall  be  such  as  can  ultimately  form  part  of  a  more 
extended  organisation. 

Subject  to  the  estimate  now  before  Parliament  being  accepted  by 
Parliament,  the  Board  will  be  willing  to  consider  applications  for  grants  in 
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respect  of  any  work  falling  within  the  scope  of  the  scheme  outlined  in  the 
memorandum  accompanying  this  letter  ;  t lie  grants  will  normally  amount  to 
one-half  the  approved  expenditure  on  any  of  these  purposes,  but  may  be  less 
if  the  Board  so  decide. 

Grants  to  institutions  of  the  nature  of  Schools  for  Mothers,  the  object 
of  which  is  primarily  educational,  which  provide  training  and  instruction  for 
mothers  in  the  care  and  management  of  infants  and  little  children,  and  which 
may  include  systematic  classes,  or  home  visiting,  or  infant  consultations  (the 
provision  of  specific  medical  and  surgical  advice  and  treatment,  if  any,  being- 
only  incidental),  will  be  administered  by  the  Board  of  Education.  Any  cases 
of  doubt  or  difficulty  will  be  investigated  by  a  Joint  Committee  of  Officers  of 
the  two  Boards,  which  will  include  women  Medical  Officers. 

In  sending  a  copy  of  this  circular  to  voluntary  agencies  engaged  in 
infant  welfare  work,  the  Board  will  state  that  applications  for  grants  in 
respect  of  voluntary  work  may  be  made  by  a  voluntary  a.gency  either  directly 
or  through  a  local  authority. 

The  grant  now  presented  to  Parliament  will  be  appropriated  in  aid  of 
the  expenditure  of  the  half-year  ended  30th  September,  1914,  and  applications 
for  grants  should  be  accompanied  by  an  account  of  the  work  undertaken  by 
the  authority,  and  by  a  detailed  "statement  of  the  expenditure  incurred, 
certified  by  the  officer  of  the  local  authority  in  charge  of  the  accounts. 

I  am  to  add  that  the  Board  will  be  happy  to  afford  advice  and  assistance 
to  local  authorities  in  the  initiation  of  schemes  or  the  extension  of  existing 
schemes. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

H.  G.  MONRO, 

Secretary. 
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MEMORANDUM. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


A  complete  scheme  would  comprise  the  following  elements,  each  of 
which  will,  in  this  connection,  be  organised  in  its  direct  bearing  on  infantile 
health. 

1.  Arrangements  for  the  local  supervision  of  Midwives. 

2.  Arrangements  for — 

(1)  An  Ante-natal  Clinic  for  expectant  mothers. 

(2)  The  home  visiting  of  expectant  mothers. 

I  \ 

g  (3)  A  Maternity  Hospital  or  beds  at  a  hospital,  in  which  complicated 
cases  of  pregnancy  can  receive  treatment. 


3.  Arrangements  for — 


V 


(1)  Such  assistance  as  may  be  needed  to  ensure  the  mother  having 

skilled  and  prompt  attendance  during  confinement  at  home. 

(2)  The  confinement  of  sick  women,  including  women  having  contracted 

pelvis  or  suffering  from  any  other  condition  involving  danger  to 
the  mother  or  infant,  at  a  hospital. 


4.  Arrangements  for — 

(1)  The  treatment  in  a  hospital  of  complications  arising  after  partu¬ 

rition,  whether  in  the  mother  or  in  the  infant. 

(2)  The  provision  of  systematic  advice  and  treatment  for  infants  at  a 

Baby  Clinic  or  Infant  Dispensary. 

•4 

(3)  The  continuance  of  these  Clinics  and  Dispensaries,  so  as  to  be 

^  i  available  for  children  up  to  the  age  when  they  are  entered  on  a 

rQ 

£  school  register,  i.e.,  the  register  of  a  Public  Elementary  School, 

Nursery  School,  Creche,  Day  Nursery,  School  for  Mothers  or 
other  school. 

(4)  The  systematic  home  visitation  of  infants  and  of  children  not  on  a 

school  register  as  above  defined. 


Local  Government  Board, 
Whitehall,  S.W. 

July,  1914. 


Tables. 
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TABLE  I. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1914 

and  Previous  Years. 


Year. 

1 

Population  estimated  to 
Middle  of  each  Year. 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the 
District. 

Transferable 

Deaths. 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to  the 
District 

Uncorrected 
w  Number. 

Nett. 

Under 

i  year. 

At  all  Ages. 

^  Number. 

6 

-w 

cd 

& 

5 

05  Number. 

o3 

cd 

Oh 

7 

Of 

Non-Residents 
oc  registered  in 
the  District. 

Of  Residents 
c o  not  registered 
in  the  District. 

s-i 

<u 

,3 

g 

3 

2 

10 

Rate  per 

1000 

Nett  Births. 

U 

V 

3 

Z 

12 

1909 

29,000 

' 

851 

... 

29  3 

346 

119 

2 

21 

107 

125  7 

365 

12  5 

1910 

29,500 

905 

31  2 

286 

95 

26 

77 

85-0 

312 

107 

1911 

41,343 

1,288 

1,298 

31  3 

502 

121 

6 

85 

180 

138-6 

581 

140 

1912 

43,000 

1,353 

1,361 

31  6 

490 

114 

5 

75 

oo 

r-H 

940 

560 

130 

1913 

43,700 

1,287 

1,297 

29-7 

ft 

571 

131 

5 

93 

1  154 

1195 

659 

15  1 

1914 

44,570 

1,396 

1,403 

314 

530 

1 18 

3 

96 

184 

1 

1311 

623 

13  9 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1914. 
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TABLE 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at, 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 

1 

1  and 
under 

2 

2  and 
under 
5. 

5  and 
under 

15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
45. 

45  and 
under 
65. 

3  ^ 

-o  £ 

Enteric  Fever 

1 

•  * 

1 

Measles  . . 

6 

2 

3 

1 

a  • 

.  , 

.  . 

Scarlet  Fever 

10 

2 

3 

4 

1 

•  . 

Whooping-cough. . 

17 

8 

5 

3 

1 

.  . 

a  • 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

9 

1 

4 

2 

2 

.  . 

•  • 

Influenza 

2 

.  # 

.  , 

,  , 

#  . 

•  . 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

1 

,  . 

.  . 

,  . 

.  . 

•  a 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

46 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

5 

13 

22 

5 

•  • 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

14 

4 

1 

4 

5 

.  . 

.  . 

•  • 

•  • 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

16 

7 

4 

,  , 

1 

3 

1 

.  • 

.  . 

Cancer  . . 

25 

#  . 

.  , 

,  . 

7 

15 

3 

Rheumatic  Fever. . 

6 

,  , 

,  . 

2 

3 

1 

•  . 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

11 

1 

3 

3 

4 

•  • 

.  . 

•  • 

Organic  Heart  Diseases 

36 

,  . 

.  . 

•  • 

3 

3 

6 

12 

12 

Bronchitis 

47 

15 

3 

,  * 

#  . 

.  . 

2 

6 

21 

Pneumonia 

32 

7 

2 

4 

2 

4 

7 

4 

2 

Broncho- Pneumonia 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

20 

7 

5 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 

Organs 

.  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

.  - 

•  • 

•  • 

•  • 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 

50 

42 

8 

,  . 

.  . 

.  • 

.  a 

a  • 

.  • 

Appendicitis 

3 

.  , 

,  . 

1 

a  a 

2 

•  * 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver 

2 

.  . 

.  . 

.  « 

1 

1 

Alcoholism 

1 

,  . 

,  , 

,  . 

1 

.  . 

Nephritis  &  Bright’s  Disease 

14 

.  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

Accidents  and  Diseases  of 

3 

*  • 

•  • 

1 

2 

•  • 

Parturition 

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation  (including 

3 

*  * 

*  • 

*  • 

•  • 

2 

] 

Premature  Birth) 

55 

54 

1 

.  • 

.  . 

.  . 

a  a 

a  a 

a  • 

Syphilis . . 

5 

5 

.  . 

•  • 

.  - 

•  • 

Violent  Deaths  . . 

25 

2 

1 

3 

J 

7 

5 

2 

Suicides . . 

3 

,  , 

.  , 

.  , 

.  . 

2 

1 

•  • 

Senility  . . 

28 

•  . 

•  • 

.  . 

.  . 

a  a 

•  a 

28 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

32 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

.  . 

1 

14 

17 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

99 

28 

4 

4 

6 

3 

10 

32 

12 

Other  Ill-Defined  Diseases. . 

1 

1 

*  * 

" 

" 

" 

All  causes 

623 

184 

45 

29 

40 

38 

78 

106 

103 

71 


Hi. 

Death  during  the  Year  1914. 


Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “  Residents  ” 
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Particulars  of  Work  carried  out  under  the  Notification  of  Births  Act,  1907. 
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TABLE  X. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  each  week  in  1914. 


DISEASE. 


Week 

Ending. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diph¬ 

theria. 

Enteric 

Fever. 

Erysi¬ 

pelas. 

Ophth¬ 

almia 

Neona¬ 

torum. 

Tuberculosis. 

Pulmonaryj  Other. 

Total. 

Jan.  3rd 

6 

1 

1 

8 

„  10th 

10 

2 

4 

1 

17 

„  17th 

5 

... 

1 

1 

2 

9 

„  24th 

4 

2 

1 

2 

1 

10 

,,  31st 

6 

2 

1 

4 

13 

Feb.  7th 

3 

4 

1 

1 

11 

,,  14th 

15 

2 

1 

1 

19 

,,  21st 

5 

2 

2 

1 

10 

„  28th 

14 

1 

1 

3 

1  1 

20 

Mar.  7  th 

6 

i 

3 

10 

„  14th 

7 

4 

... 

1 

1 

13 

„  21st 

7 

2 

1 

2 

2 

14 

„  28th 

7 

2 

1 

6 

4 

20 

April  4th 

16 

4 

1 

1 

3 

25 

„  11th 

10 

3 

1 

3 

17 

„  18th 

9 

1 

... 

.  *  . 

4 

14 

„  25th 

11 

2 

2 

1 

1 

17 

May  2nd 

10 

2 

2 

.  .  . 

2 

... 

16 

„  9th 

18 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

3 

25 

16th 

4 

3 

... 

... 

2 

.  .  . 

9 

„  23rd 

11 

1 

12 

,,  30th 

5 

1 

1 

2 

9 

June  6th 

13 

O 

D 

1 

1 

3 

21 

„  13th 

12 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

15 

,,  20th 

9 

2 

1 

2 

o 

O 

17 

„  27th 

2 

* .  • 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

5 

July  4th 

5 

4 

9 

„  11th 

8 

.  .  . 

8 

,,  18  th 

4 

•  •  • 

1 

1 

6 

,,  25th 

8 

1 

.  ,  , 

•  •  • 

4 

13 

Aug.  1st 

10 

1 

1 

O 

O 

15 

„  8th 

9 

2 

2 

13 

„  15th 

6 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

8 

„  22nd 

10 

1 

1 

... 

1 

13 

,,  29  th 

13 

•  •  • 

3 

16 

Sept.  5th 

10 

1 

1 

12 

,,  12th 

9 

1 

... 

1 

1 

12 

„  19th 

9 

1 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

11 

„  26th 

6 

... 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Oct.  3rd 

13 

1 

2 

Li 

16 

,,  10th 

11 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

17 

;;  17th 

19 

O 

O 

3 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

1 

29 

„  24th 

7 

2 

9 

,,  31st 

12 

6 

1 

1 

20 

Nov.  7  th 

14 

1 

1 

2 

4 

1 

23 

,,  14th 

,  12 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

.  .  . 

. . . 

15 

„  21st 

6 

1 

... 

1 

.  .  . 

8 

„  28th 

18 

1 

' 

•  ♦  • 

.  .  . 

19 

Dec.  5th 

13 

i  •  • 

5 

* . . 

2 

l 

21 

..  12th 

7 

4 

... 

11 

19th 

7 

o 

O 

10 

„  26th 

4 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

6 

Remaining 

n 

5  days... 

6 

... 

... 

1 

i 

Total  ... 

481 

76 

13 

38 

8' 

69 

46 

731 
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